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‘When - he ‘said “mark” the a1rl1ner almost sbopped ohmblng and. settled at

“abeut 500 feet for 10: seconds ‘The pﬂot on Mr Hall’s command had redueed his
en'glnes power and the noise. ‘
" During those 10: seconds, the plane passed over Mr. Hall’s t;ru*ek and a hoige:
;measurmg box attached to the top of a telephone pole about 40 feet away. The
‘box is one of five placed at the edge of commumtles around Kenn;edy by the
Port of New York Authority to measure the noise made’ fby planes taking off
from the airport. There are two fsmnhar boxes at La Guandla and three at
Neéwark: Awports o i

“BEATING THE Box”

The maneuver. is ofﬁolally called Test Able However, What Mr Hall and the
pilot:did isless. officially known as “beatlng the box.” . :

‘The box was: beaten 1,686 times in September.. Mr Hall ;sald by his glr?ing
1nstruct10ns to crews in plawes taking off from Kennedy. ,
 Some of these planes wore the blue and white of Pan Amerlean World Au-
ways. So does Mr. Hall’s truck, because he has béen employed the 'line for
five years to keep.its glanes, and those of some other ~11nes from'b akmg through
‘the Port Authority’s noise barrier., .
. When the plane that Mr. Hall had been chrectlng passed t;he vucunty of the
‘box, and had ‘begun flying dwectly over Inwood, the pilot added power and
resumed his ‘climb. Residents of the Vlllage mrght have sald ﬂhe noise ‘was ob-
jectionable, but the box'did not. -
__The:box is part of the world’s ﬁrst amtomatlc alrcraft noise molnltmring system
The ones around Kennedy were set up in the winter and spring of 1960 at Inwood,

. Meadowmere, Laurelton, South Ozone Park and Howard Beach-communxt1es

Whoee residents had voiced strong objections to jet noise ‘from Kennedy.
_“Airplane noise is measured in Percelved ‘Noise decibels, or PNdbs, which repre-
f&ent the noisés people can hear and 'Wthh are welghted tovvard the hlgher fre-
quenmes associated with jets. e

The Port Authomty, which operates Kennedy, La Guardla, N»efwark and "1’ t‘el-
‘boro ‘Airports, in 1951 set 112 PNdbs, as the maximum allowable noise a plane
taking off from Kennedy could make. The boxes will record any ndise made by a
plane that is greater than 103 PNdb: The impulse is then re¢orded in a sﬁpemal
Noise Room run by the Port Authority under the Kennedy Control Tower; ..
- An authority spokesman said that of 98,443 take- offs from Kennedy durm«
‘the first eight months of this year, only 690 involved noise violations. No measure-
ments were made from the ¢enter of the eommumtles however.

‘All planes do not use TFest Able, Mr, Hall said, Only the langer four~en°'1ne
-planes that cannot climb as quickly as the two- and three-engine variety are 1n the
‘Test Able class, he said, and some of these beat the box in other ways. -

COUNT OFF SECONDS

One of the other ways, Mr. Hall said;is the qeeonds from brake-release method
Here, the pilot counts off the seconds from when he releases his plane’s brakes
“at the <beginn1ng of the take-off roll to when his alrborne plane comes close to
- thebox.:

There is nothmo' dangerous in reducmg power for the four engines he sald
because even if one of them should fail altogether, the other three could keep the
. plane in a gradual climb until full power in the three was restored.

Mr. Hall, said he also advised pilots for T.W.A., Delta, Alitalia, E1 Al, Olympic,
Seaboard XVorld and other airlines how they, too, could beat Uhe box.

Mr. OTTINGER If the dirlines invested half the ingenuity in solving
the noise problem that they expend evading the Port of New York’s
monitoring system, we might have had the problem licked by now.

How is the FAA working on jet noise? :

T have been corresponding with them about the prob]em in metro-
pohtan New York for about 3 years. First, they promised relief from

‘approaches and new minimum altltudes Then they prdlmsed rehef
'from new runways at LaGuardia. B o i e s i
© In the end, what did they aoeomphqh 9 Lo
Laet,Apm] 24 they ﬁnwl]y notlﬁed me, and I quo




