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patterns. HoweVer, in this area *the type of logging done and. the na;ture of the‘ i
.soilg results in near denudation of the land and in extensive siltation of lakes and

streams for miles around. I sincerely hope that your committee will a@cede to the 5 '
wishes:both ‘of the local people and to those 0f us in other parts of the country S

~who know and love that land in rexcommenvdmg the larger area and in rejectmg'

the Forest Service proposal. e
- Although lacking first hand. knowledge, T would like to argue on general prmm- :

‘ples for the San Gabfmel ledeme&s (8. 2531) and the Mount J effersozn =

Wilderness (8. 2751).

~ The maps that I have ‘seen mdlca;te that the Forest Serwce proposal for the ‘

San Gabriel Wilderness is appropriate and the maximum feasible for that area. L

“On the other hand, it.appears that some additions are needed to the Forest Serv-

ice proposal for the Mount Jefferson area. Square and Long Lakes on the south- :

' eastern corner, Marion Lake on the west side are all areas which, if excluded,
will be extensively commercialized. The result would be to deprwe visitors to-
the area of the few lakes which are fairly accessible, but which retain wilderness

character. Surely we have enough commercialized lakes plus enough non-scenic L

‘lakes which can become commercial to handle recreation needs of a certain type.
‘I also agree with the Wilderness Society that the west side of the area needs

extensive additions. In all; these proposals would add only 27, 000 acres. This, T -

“submit, is a’'very small amount in contrast to the total area now irrevocably lost
An the Clascade Range in Oregon and m comparlson to pro:ecbed needs and pop‘ .
. ulaAnon growth. - g
oI wish 1 .could exprl“eﬂSB, without gettmg too verbose ‘about it, the impontance of
the overall task of your committee, I think we can all clearly see what is ‘coming.
for us in the way of loss of wild areas and the gradual spreading of :our urban

and suburban areas. The other figure clearly in the formula, as you know, is the i

changed meaning of the job—increased leisure. Yet although we can clearly see

the need, we know that some individuals and groups will be hurt, or think they =
will be hurt in the short run. It is unfortunate that some. groups take such a
~ proprietary view toward lease rights on publi¢ land, but I know this makes your - .
- ~decision the more difficult. I Delieve:that the grea't majority of ‘people in the

" country are in support of larger w11demess areas a,nd beeommg 1ncveas1ngly .

sophisticated about their use. S
My deep thanks and. appreclatmn for your conmderatmn of my suggestwns and.
more generally for your: work on these w11demess areas : i
Smcerely, L '
: THOMAS B. RY’I‘HE’R, :
Asmst:mt Professor, Somology

PORTLAND, OREG erch 7‘ 1968
Senator I‘RANK GHURCH,‘ T o
Chairman, Senate Subcommittee on Publw lzcmds.
Senate Office Building, Washington, D:C. . S gl
~DeaAR SIR: In your committee’s scheduled dehberatlons on W‘heth ) to 3
“additions to the Mt. J efferson” Wilderness: Area, I urge you to be mindful that

. .your decision is being made: not mainly for ourselves today but for the genera- :

~ tions of Oregonians and Oregon visitors of the future. A hundred years ago fore- :

ot sighted citizens and legislators foresaw the future values of Yosemite and

'f kef

. Yellowstone; today we reap the bounty of their foresight. And what foresight -

they had, surrounded as they- weme then with' What mus~t hlave seemed limltlesfs '
-areas of unspoiled nature.” = = - :
Today the unspoiled areas are vastly dlmmlshed It dcves not 1t seemsr to ‘me,

- require a comparable foresight to recognize that J efferson Plark, already ‘bruised

) f.generations born after the 'lgst man who: coul

and. worn by sefasons end will need all the proteetmn we can give it a hun,dred_‘
_years . from now.

Timber has an easﬂy caleualble dollar Valu'e S0 there are the usual economlc o

“arguments. But wilderness has a value, too, as vague and psychic ag i

s measure-

ment must be. Moreover; it isa value that is certain to increase as otir population
“increases, ay American life becomes imore ‘urbah and asw the unprotec’eed Wllder- s

“ ness that we have taken for granted disappears. .
‘The Mt. -Jefferson area; will be: yisited and

ave made a dollar cutting Jef-

‘oyed by memberSv of countlessfi

- ferson area timber has died. These generations will have to- enjoy only what we e

ee’ what great valy

. f.have save-d fo hem‘ ‘I urge your commlttee to fo

this =



