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:.Theﬁ-broa;ddasterz is}"gi’antéd the u'sev’of:ﬁthe,ﬁ.‘pﬁblidly; owned Spectrum o

~ without cost and is permitted to broadcast for his own profit. In re-
‘turn for this valuable privilege, the licensee assume a duty to serve

the public interest. The Federal Radio Commission, and its successor
the Federal Communications Commission, have protected the charac-

ter of broadeasting stations as local institutions having a grassroots

interest in providing the programing needs of the community served,

. Thus, early in the history of broadeasting, the Chain broadeasting

- rules were adopted to free the broadcaster from practices which limited .

sl

- Dot the applieant is rendering or can render ‘an. adequate public service. Such

- programs devoted to éducation, Trelig
“ties concerned- with.|

L  the licensee’s freedom to choose programing fulfilling local needs.

- Recently, the policy of protecting local broadcasting stations wasevi-

e denced by the caution exercised in authorizing pay-TV and the limita-

tions upon cable-TV. It is anticipated that direct satellite-to-home

local broadcaster to serve community needs may be protected.

- broadeasting may not be authorized in order that the ability ofthe

~ . The primary interest to be served under the Communications Act
is the interest of the public in the larger and more effective use of
broadcast. facilities. Early in the,hi’story',o'f_broadcaStirig’,‘the;,Come 3
~ mission, in the Great Lakes case, interpreted‘the;public interest in

broadeasting to require ba‘lancygd;pr()graming,f;‘s[ta,,tmg,;;; pe

The' tastes, needs, and desires of all ‘substantial ‘groups among thef~li’s‘téhin§'
ublic should be met, in some fair proportion, by a well-rounded program; in

~ which entertainment, consisting of music of both classical and lighter grades,

religion, education and instruetion, important bublic events, discussion of pub-
lic questons, weather, market reports, and news, and matters of interest to all
members of the family find a place. - S R SR e

~ Inits Statement o’f'policy”on prdgram‘i‘ng of J ﬁly’29; 1;’5960", the Com-
mission reiterated the cafegories of programing ‘which usually are

necessary to meet the needs of the community but emphasized the
broadeaster’s duty to make an effort in good'faigl;to‘as”certain’ and ful-
fill the needs of the community served. = R e
- The Commission stated: Sl

~ The confines of the 'licéﬁéée’sf"(‘iilty are set by the g}ehérélﬁfsfé;iidard ‘the

. publie interest, convenience, or necessity’ . . . The principal ingredient of such
. _obligation consists of a ‘diligent, positive and continuing ‘effort by the licensee

to discover and fulfill the tastes, needs and desires of his service area. If he has

~accomplished this, he has met ~hfis;responsibi1’ity.* .. " ’ L
It should be noted that the Commission’s determination that the

public interest requires that the broadcaster serve the needs of the

community was not foisted upon unwilling broadeasters. ‘thom;the ]

beginning of the_f%ulation‘fof broadcasting, this policy had the ¢

currence of the broadcasting industry. Thus, the chairman of the Legis-. B

lative Committee of the National -Assoeiation of Broadecasters, Henry
A. Bellows, testified before this committee, as it was constituted in
It is the manifest duty of the licensing authority . . . to determine whether or

service necessarily includes the _broadcasting . of a c nsiderable - proportion
gion, labor, agriculture, and similar acti
uman petterment. - . c o P AR s
From the beginning ‘of broadeasting there has been wise ‘concern

society. Thus, Herbert: Hoover, wddressing ' th
COnférenaéeﬁin,l'Q%,',st‘a;tedf:f TS ARNAG

“that centralized control of broadcast matter 1%1t er&&angeif the free
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