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- time, it has been’ decided; agreeably to all concerned, that Dr. Frank
Stanton will present the first position paper. His subject is “The Equal
}gzﬁ% ,Requirements of Section 815 of the Communications Act of
- Mr. SpriNger: Mr, Chairman—— :
The Cuamrman. Mr. Springer? L Sty
- 'Mr. SprrNeEr. I take it you had intended that the questions would
_start tomorrow afternoon ? el S Mok il
 The Cuammax. Yes; unless we need some clarification. Then after

getting Dean Barrow’s attention, you would direct the question for
clarification. N - AN s
 Mr. Serivaer. Mr. Chairman, I think the questioning probably will
be rather extensive in some instances. Are all of these panelists going.
to be present tomorrow afternoon at the time of the questioning
‘think that is very important, . R ‘ » e
The Cramman. Wehope they willbe, SR e
- Mr. Sprixazr. Will' Dr. Stanton be here,mayIask? = . .
Dean Barrow. Dr.' Stanton will not be here, and Mr. Lower will
not be here, o T T T TR T o e
~ Mr. Serineer.: Is there going to be a chance to ask these ‘people
questions who ‘will not be heretomorrow ¢ I think that is very impor-
tant. I think much more will be brought out in questioning than will
be brought out in statements. © o SRS St
The Cramman: I might say that for so many days you can file any
question you want to and we will ask any of the members of the panel
to give us answers. T will say when there is a specific question to ask
Dr. Stanton after he delivers his paper, we might permit that. Other-
“wise, we just ' would not:get through the panel if we Interrupted it with
questions. I think we can take down thé questions as we go-along and
get the answers supplied for the record. . S

| PAPER NO, 2—DR. FRANK STANTON: THE 'EQUAL TIME REQUIRE-
* MENTS OF SECTION 315 OF THE COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1934

_Dr. Sranton. Mr. Chairman, membeis of the subcommittee, Mr.
Moderator, and fellow panel members, we owe a debt to Congressman -
- Staggers, as chairman, and the other members of this subcommittee,

for: their foresight ‘and- concern in ihitiating and conducting  this
MUQUITY. 07 s T G e T D
- There has ‘been no searcity of literdture on the: general subject of
equal time. It has been the thorniest and most persistent, problem in
broadcasting since World War I1. It has been the subject of repeated
hearings, and of no less than 66 bills in one or both sessions of 11
successive Congresses. Much of this has generated more heat than
li%ht, however, because it was created in an atmosphere of crisis, com-
plaint, or criticism. An ‘exploratory session like this, giving us an
opportunity to take a clear look at where we are, where we have been,

and where we might go,-with a view toward making the broadcast

media more effective Instruments ‘in the democratic _process, can be
enormously helpfulin the definition'and construction of public policy.
. No step. in self-government is more vital than elections. They are
the very Gore of democtacy. Although we are a society governed by
- laws and not by men, it-is necessarily men who enact the laws, who
 administer them, and ‘who interpret them. And sooner or later, ac-




