- techniques and revising its forms.
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I should add that ,un@lfef‘:thissgememli;prinoi»ple,_compl»a%intfs hawve been
field against NBC News, but in no case ‘has ‘the Commission found:
that we violated the principles. . . 0 T el
On this basis you may feel that we:are protesting before we have.
been hurt. I’ believe, however, that we ‘have a cause for .concern. Te]
vision journalism is only about 20 ‘years-old, and is still changing its:

. NBC News!is seeking more and more to go beyond the television
picture of an event to explain its' background. and ‘implications; We:
are readying an ambitious new project—a 2-hour prime-time: news
- program to be called “First Tuesday”—which will aim at, bringing a

greater awareness of issues and events to the audietice, -~

- So,we are concerned that just as television news programing seeks
moreé and more to come to grips with vital issues, the Fairness Doctrine*
will' continue its recent trend ‘toward greater and greater ‘restriction.
~and regimentation, . . o0 TG e L
~Our conecern: is, therefore, more with the future than the past. If
- there istorbe'a Fairness Doctrine at all;® we believe that it should not:
g0 beyond the broad and flexible standards set forth fin;theFOG’s-%I%eg }

| Statement;.

This statement, as T said earlier, left‘ the initiativeto the broadcaster

“to make reasonable judgments: in good faith on the facts of each

situation.” It declared that, “the Commission’s role is not to substitute
- 1ts judgment for that of the licensee—but rather to determine whether

" the licensee can be said to have acted reasonably.and in good faith.”

. But that is quite a different standard from the one now being fol-

lowed by the Commission,

v I suggest we would all agree that it would be. unthinkable to im-
| bose anything like a Fairness. Doctrine on newspapers.or magazines,
| or.would have agreed to that up to about a half hourago. .= =

- We would consider it unconstitutional for a Federal agency to ap-

1 alyze newspaper. interviews, reports, and editorials, and, on complaint,.

to require the publication of additional material to treat further aspects
Ofcontrovet'smllssues I R T T T
It is usually argued that broadcasting is different because it is li--

censed, but this is arguing. in a eircle, A, Federal license to use fre-

quencies in the public interest |
press of which broadeasting is a part. .

50 prgued that. broadeasting facilities are so scarce, and new.

- entry into the field is so limited, that special limitations on broadeast..
 expression are justified, while the diversity of newspapers makes such
limitation: unpecessary in that, field. But. any basis for that argument,.
disappeared long ago, - . TSI N RS
When the Constitution and the first amendment were adopted, there:
- Were very severe technological limits, on the product :
in this country. It has been, estimated that at the end. of the Revolu-
t3 newspapers in all the Statesss, - j

does mot. suspend the freedom of the.

.

tionary War, there were only 4

% NBC opposes’ in- prineiple the cr,on"clépt ‘that 'a Federal agen’cy should establish and

| enforce rules directly applicable to the ‘content of .news and discussion’ progranis. TtUiN

panticipath in:two cages now: in sthereourts: seeking! to-having the falrnesy doetrine’ de-
clared invalid because of a conflict' with the first amendment,. S e et TR
: % Chenery, “Freedom of thef‘PresS;"fi:p:;ﬁmz;fﬁ1'95‘5)'.%[“‘ : b ;

tion of newspapers.




