. Yet despite this scarcity , an absolute constitutional prohibition was

~ adopted against' abridging the freedom of the press. =~ . =
~ In the early stages of broadeasting, facilities were indeed limited.
Since that time, however, the number of stations has multiplied enor-
mously. By 1965, there were over 5,000 radio stations and more than -
500 television stations, while the number of daily newspapers
clined to 1,751.4° " e e A U T I e e

- Moreover, within any given locality, there are generally fewer daily

i ;neﬁspapers%thanfb‘roadea‘sting,.:Staiiioﬁs.fﬁS@ far as new entry: is con-

cerned, economic realities greatly restrict new .entries into the news-

paper business, and: ‘newspaper. terminations and mergers have pro-

‘gressively shrunk thetotal. oo
7 Some of the statistics on these points are assembled in an appendix -
~ to my statement and I will not detail them here. They show a large
~ and increasing mumber of competing. “yoices” in broadeasting, and
" a smaller and declining number in the newspaper field. : %

" Tf an argument can be made from these trends, it is ot that scmit”y}.

&

of facilities justifies singling out broadeast news for reguldtion. = o

. Rather it suggests the importance of frée expression in broadeasting-

~as an offset to the decline in the diversity of ,print,’,journali‘»sm;ff"»l“:he«;

Supreme Court has said:

A free press stands as oné of the great ifiterpreters between the Government
and the people‘.k'il‘otallowé it to be fettered is to fetter ouxselv‘esi‘l : REXATE

T cannot' ﬂc@gﬁﬂth&@this,‘aF%PlieS'168‘5;'5‘50?iéWS asb

news as printe

- 'Nor is there any reason to assume that Tederal frégulmtiﬁn‘ is néeded L
to prevent broadcasters, from misleading the public throughblasand e

“distortion in dealing with controversial issues.

"That danger is precluded by the very diversity of outlets and the:

intense competition in the field. It is precluded even more by the con-

~ trol a vocal, responsive, and veacting audience exerts on broadeast

~expression, especially ‘when it'deals with controversial issues.

: y definition, a controversial issue involves strongly opposing pub-
lic views, and these opposing views are reflected in each station’s:
audience. st R e L e
Viewers and listeners who have strong convictions on ‘one side of &

controversial issue will resent a fbiasedé‘tare'a;tmentrfa;vqriﬁggjthg:,(‘)‘i:bh;ep:;L-ll o

side. T a broadcaster keeps up such biased treatment, the resentment:

~_will mount, and the offended viewers or listeners will turn away to- - ]
. another station: e e e T ; : B

~This is only one example of the interaction between broadecasting:
‘and its audience~—which goes on all the time—and which is a more "
~ effective, more democratic, and less hazardous influence on responsi-
‘bility in dealing with controversial issues than the processes of Fed-

" eral regulation which ‘are necessarily so clumsy.

" hef sloste, T should like to spand p fov moments on secion 215.
This section, designed to provide ‘equality 'between the' candidates,

actually works to prevent broadeasters from providing the public

TS, Bareau of the Census, Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1966 ; pp. 519, 523 |

U (8Tth edition).

& Grosjean v, American Press 00.,297 TS, 288, at:250 (1986).




