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VIL Acrion By THE Courrs, THE FEDERAL RaDIo ‘COMMISSION, AND
- THE FepEraL, CoMMUNICATIONS Commisston RELEVANT T0 THE Fa1g-
 NEss DOCTRINE——1927-1959( : - ‘ ey

erators. The enforcement, of the first Radio Act presented no serious
problems prior to the First World War since there were at that time

and Labor was made responsible for licensin radio stations and op-

more than enough frequencies for all the stations in existence, and

questions of interference arose only rarely. =

By 1925, however, the rapid increase in the number of AM stations
caused problems which could not be met under the Radio Act of 1912.
The courts had interpreted that Act as not providing authority to the
Secretary of Commerce to impose restrictions as to frequency, power,
and hours of operation.®® | ' ' :

The Secretary of Commerce finally issued a statement abandohin o

his futile efforts to regulate radio under the Radio Act of 1912, and
urging that the stations undertake self-regulation. This plea went un-
heeded. Many broadcasters jumped their frequencies and increased

‘President Coolidge, in his message of December 7, 1926, appealed to
Congress to enact 2 comprehensive radio law to end the confusion.
The result was the Dill-White Radio Act of 1927. o R

The Radio Act of 1927 created a five-member Federal Radio Com-
mission with regulatory powers to issue station licenses, allocate fre-
quency bands to various services, and specify frequencies and power

for individual stations, * R S A e
of new rules and regulations promulgated by the FRC,

As a result C
about 150 of the 732 operating broadcast stations surrendered their
licenses, st ' i ' G D

The Communications Act of 1934, the present law, was an extension
of the Radio Act of 1927. The 1934 Aot was intended to place under
one regulatory agency all interstato and foreign communication by
~ wire and radio. o , e L

~_ The Fairness Doctrine is generally supposed to have recelved its
first enunciation in the FO(’s 1949 Editorializing Report.®> Although

the term itself seems to have originated in reference to this document,

the underlying rationale for the Doctrine a%gears to have evolved from g
a much earlier period in the regulation of radio. e

®gee Regulation of B?;%fl)dbGBtg’;lg, igpm note 51, pp. 1-7 ; National Broadca,sting Co., Inc,
. U.8,, .S. 1942) .. 210-12, : . . T .
v ‘EISJSmx? Izjegigl?om(idio Cogg.. 12 F.2d4 614 (N.D. 111, 1926) ; see algo the opinion of the
Attorney Generalgto 'téle same emgct‘, 35 Opl%. Atty. Gen, 126 (1926). . i
- % H, Doc. 483, 69th Con; ., 8econd. sess., p. 10, } ot
L PCC Broadcast Primeg, Inf, Bulletin’klgo. 2-B (Feb. 1964), .
% Editorializing by Broadcast Licensees, 25 R.R, 1901 ( 1949).
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