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. T Ve SRR OMAHA, NEBR., February 28, 1968,

Hon. Greny CUNNINGHAM, L el L S
il New House Office Building, '

- Washington, p.c. = :

Ou in the past regard-
Dleased that you. will be sitting in on hearingsg,
nou opinion;, the Fairnes’s» Doctrine iy i i
it violates the First Amendment-

of speech and: presg,

As now interpreteq and applied by the Federal Communicationg Commission, L

- the Fairnegg Doctrine hag never been authorized py Congress, S ‘ ‘

;There\ hags been 10 showing of 4 real need for the Doctrine.: Most
Practice fairness.. Few have pee ]

been conviected,

- L'he FCC ig rapidly extending the Doctrine to new situations, and it is harq ;
to forecast the ultimate, A fow years ago, the Fo( ruled that when the Doctrine
is violated in Sponsored time, the licensee must provide free time i i ‘
barty cannot afford to, or does i

broadeast‘ers
er still have

the Commission sayy

, n pe .
] , deemed dangeroug by the FCC. Recently a New
York City Station referreq to t uBoi and “Mar,x;ist.’«;’_The

. thi airness Doctrine the Commission is inc :
ingly intruding itself into the Programming decisions of ‘broadcasters. This ig
P bureaucratic tendency to stretch regulatory power to its
ecause in the“applicati()n‘ of the Doctrine the
i ust necessarily~s‘ubstitute its judg‘inentffor that of the Iicensee?,‘
: i S8es not to do so, B e S S e
The Fairness Doctrine hag the effect of 'dis‘couraging;disCussio‘n on: broad-
casting stationg, Rather than risk the severe . Penaltiey fop violation of the
, i : e face the necessity of Providing free time, many stations
2l tend to avoid anything Smacking of eontrover'sial. : S : o
. Also, Glenn, 1 am attaching g copy of Resolutiong bassed by the Nebraska
Broadcas'te‘rs’Association,during the past several y?earfs. . o L
Sincerely, : Vi o

" ‘Howard - L
. Howagzp STALNAKER, g
Vice Presidevnt, Genemlil[a-nagcr.
RESOLUTION\FAiRi\{ESS Docrrr :
Nebraska Broadcasters
: Nebr, September

NE-

| Passed at 1967 Associati
1 19, 1967

on Convention Sidney,
Nebraska Broades,

- OUs opposition: to recen
“ifpretation

] nsees, resulti g
on . of cigare e advertising brogram. material, . -
. Most broadeast -authorities, and ‘many Competent communicat;
have labeled thig 'F‘GG‘»/action as. representing an Unwarranted g
Intrusion into American business, by an ageney of ‘go’vernm‘ent; Nebras
casters support this contention, AR e Co B
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