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Yurther, Nebraska Proadeasters are not comforted by the comment, attributed
~-to the OO, that this Agency “goes not intend to appy the Fairness PDoctrine
to other advertised products and services’. Historically, the immediate “in-
tentions” of current Commission members might be overlooked, or mis-inter-
preted, py future Commissions. his current aetion set a dangerous precedent,
the jmplications of which might actually be employed bY future Commisgsions to
.eliminate, or feasibly nullify, the possible acceptance of advertising from other
gources. - ' : ; 5 ,
; Additionally, this action promiotes a climate of censorship, whereby business
g literally commanded to support, in their public attitudes,. JavOOIlfLI"OVePSial
Government;po‘si«bﬂon that has not even “heen unanimously approved by the Con-
gress of the United ‘States—the body that created the agency in question. ..
~ Nebraska ‘Broadcasters further aver, that this OO adtion: represents a con
ﬁ’scza‘tion‘\of propexty, without due process of law. ‘ RN

RESOLUTION

.~ Whereas the Federal Communications Commission in ta”’landzmﬁark “decigion
recently ruled that proadcasters who air paid cigarette commercials must pro-
vide and even give g significant amount of time” to the presentation of “con-
trasting views on the issue of the benefits and 'aadv«’ils-a‘bi*li'tyﬂof smoking”, and
“Whereas the proadcasting jndustry has an outstanding record in inform-
ing the Angerican people of the cdontents of the piﬁoial; »Surgeoanenenal’\s re-
port *onfts‘mokingland‘ the industry has been publicly recognized DY poth the
American Cancer Qociety and the ' American Heart Association, two voluntary
health’org-animtiionsVi-t:ally concerned with gmoking, and R
Whereas the ruling of the FOC 18 proader than the issue on cigarette g1nok-
fug and is an unwarranted and dangerous intrusion into American business
because it erroneously seeks to apply the so-called “Rairness Doctrine” 1o product '
advertiging which has profound and far-reaching impmca‘ciioms' for xall‘avdverbixs‘ing‘
for the idea that those who rdisagree‘ with an advertiser’s opinion ;shroul*dkbe pro-
- vided with free time in which to express itheir opinions could not only change
“adyertising put end it, and : Ll ' 0
“Whereas the rCC lcu»rren'tly'kstressesk‘mat; th
“ product * * * cigarettes”, put what is to ‘prevent its inevitable extention to
coffee, many drugs, cosmetics, peer, insect igprays or even \auﬁomobﬂezs, which
can be hazardous if ‘not propeﬂy used. Yes, and ho long ‘pefore the FCC
would doom broadeasting o ‘progressive en;feeblemenit by bringing this policy
. gorcefully into _politics, granting free time to one ecandidate to answer paid
advertising by his »o:pppnen-t? Or 1o management . 0¥ labor in a- lcontroversy O
to any other adversaries in & publix:’\afﬁaiﬁs dispute, and . o ;
Whereas ‘the go-called “Fairness Doctrine” is an affirmative command to the
proadcasting industry to yield a ;ubstantial amount of time for pvro‘paga'nda which
the Government deems wholesome and we vigorously urge that it is dangerous
_for a powerful Government commission to take up the lash to ‘compel the broad-
 casting industry to support a ‘Government position, and ‘that this matter bears
constitutional and legal jmplications touching the very foundatio‘n‘df our theory
E gmerrlment,‘and' : : e R ¢
Whereas the ramifications of the Commi%ion’s_ruﬂing are inestimable—ac-
; tual‘ly"sh‘f)c‘king,‘ a most ‘frigﬁtening" assault on the ‘cherished freedom of speech’
i phil,osophy in this country S0 Now therefOre be it o
-7 Resolved, That the Board of Directors of the Nebraska Broadcasters Asso-
ciation strongly objects to;thi_,s,ruling of the FCC holding that the go-called “Fair-
ness Do‘ctrin{a"’ is applicable: to cigarette commeneials, and be it further
~ Resolved, That the Nebraska Broadcasters Association urges immediate recon-
gideration and repudiation by the FCC of the above ‘stated letter ruling ot that
the FCC make the ruling the subject-of a. rule making’;prn-c’eeding.“ahd that it -
stay the effectiveness of the application of -the ruling until it acts on the rule-
makingpetiﬁmmand:beibfurtherp T T S R DT T A
L Resolved, That copies of:f:tms:sresolu;tion‘be sent by certified mail to P,negident
' Johnson, all members  of he FCEC,: all-members of: the U.8. Senate and House
.Commeree C’ommittee&,:Sena.tor Roman: L Hruska, Senator Carl T. Curtis, Neb-
raska'zO‘ongresssmen '-Gunnin‘gham,:Martin; and Denney, and President :Vincent

Wasilewski of the National Association,of,Broadcasterszg:

oir holding “is limited o this




