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" The CHAIRMAN. Senator Bible? : =~ :
Senator Bisre. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

T am very happy to see a longtime friend of

:  of mine, Edward Wemberg,
moving up the ladder of the Department of the Interior and being
nominated for another position. I have worked closely with Mr. Wein-~.

- mal steam bill.

berg on many, many problems that have come

over our desk in the

~ field of rural land management—Iland problems, water problems, power '

~ problems; you name them and I think we have

them. He has always

 been very helpful and very knowledgeable, I am only going to ask you

about one problem that has bothered me personally for aong time and

that 1s the attitude

1 know you are acquainted with it because my
tacted you about it. This is a bill that did pas
United States and it was vetoed with what I tt
reasonable Executive veto. '

The Department does have viewpoints on 1t

reach some type of accord whereby we can give

ence—and I think deserved preference—to th
early pioneers in the industry. This is somethin
to your attention, and I am wondering if you
“on it. ‘ : St
Mr. Wrrnsere. Well, it has been some months
thought about geothermal steam. '
‘Senator Bmsre. I am advised my staff peop!

l
sometime after March 28; namely, Stewart Fre

- Mr. WrinsEre. Not that I recall on geother

“meeting in the Department on a facet of geothe

~not involve the pending legislative problem.

~ Senator Bisre. Not to be mysterious about i

of you is whether or not there is any ‘possibﬂii
area of accord between the hard line of the exe
ing, of course that of the Interior Departme
position is the correct one, in that we are try
type of recognition of, and protection for, the
thermal steam development. We are willing to

some 25,000 acres or so for all of the States. '_i

the maximum to be available for the preferency

~ tion of something like, say, 6,000 acres in each
- not to exceed 6,000 acres in any one of the States.

- T am told by Mr. French that h

Maybe I am in error? : :
-~ Mr. WriNBErG. I can only say if Stewart sa
tion, then we did, but my mind is blank on it. -
Senator Brnre. You say you had not looked af
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by of working out an
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s right, with a limita-
of the States; that is,

ked to you about this. |

ys we had a conversa-

this for a l*oﬁng:perio'(‘l o2

of time and I was advised by Mr. French that he did talk to you about

~it. His memorandum to me shows he did. In an
ested in is your position on this new compromise
~ Mr. Wemnsere. The Department is willing to
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~ with an open mind.

xplore any poss

s event, all T am inter-
propesal. ‘
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