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It should be noted that of the 16 0 millirem estimated average annual pop-
ulation dose, less than 30 millirem is attributed to the atomic energy industry.
This is less than 209, of the recommended guide for the average annual popula-
tion exposure.

With regard to the question concerning the predicted future growth of nuclear
power, no difficulty is anticipated in maintaining the environmental exposure
level well within accepted health and safety standards.

Question 3. In your testimony you discussed how the AEC obtains outside

ments and reviews. What built-in assessment mechanisms exist within the

Who arbditrates disputes between the regulatory or licensing functions and

r development people?

S . There are three organizational units within the Atomic Energy Com-
mission which have responsibilities in the licensing and regulation of nuclear
power plants. These are the AEC’s regulatory staff, the Advisory Committee on
Reactor Safeguards, and the atomic safety and licensing boards. Each of these
groups is organizationally separated from the Commission’s operating organiza-
tion. While they have the benefit of information which flows from the Commis-
sion’s operating and development acti es, none of them has any operating re-
sponsibilities. Their sole responsibility is in the field of nuclear safety and related
regulatory matters. Each group is independent of the others.

Technical reviews and judgments have to be made on licensing applications
by each of these groups, then the Commission, in the following order :

(@) Review by the regulatory staff. This is performed principally by the
ARC’s Division of Reactor Licensing, which calls upon many technical
diseiplines.

(b) Review by the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards, as re-
quired by law. The ACRS is a 15-man committee a inted by the Commis-
sion, and is composed of scientists and engineers with extensive experience
in various fields related to reactor technology.

(¢) Review by a three-man atomic safety and licensing board after a
mandatory public hearing. The board is drawn from the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board Panel appointed by the Commission. The Panel is made up
of technically qualified experts and persons experienced in administrative
procedures.

(d) Review by the Commissioners themselves—formally if an appeal is
taken from the initial decision of an atomic safety and licensing board, or
informally if no appeal is filed. .

Th reviews occur at both the construction permit stage and the op‘erahn.g
license stage, except that a public hearing is usually not held and an ¢
safety and licensing board is usually not appointed for the operating lic
stage. Commission-owned power reactors located at non-AEC sites and operated
as part of conventional utility systems are not licensed. However, procedurgs
which are parallel to those described above are used in the issuance of authori-
zations for construction and operation of these reactors.




