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subject of! thig heaqxrmgsl This ¢oncern. ha;ss Dbeen: consistent: and:the pelicy- state-
ments of NCAT reflecting: this coneern-have beeir équally consistent.

The Tribes support 8. 1843 and H.R. 15122 which are identical. The Trlbes
are opposed to H.R. 15419 by Cangreszsman Berry since it deletes the most im-
portant feature of the' proposed legislation, mainly amendment to- P.L. 280,
whereby, States would asume Civil or Criminal: jurisdiction ‘over Indian R%er-
vations, but only with the consent of the Tribes concerned. The “consent” provi-
sion is the most significant feature of the bills and’ presents the ‘only real chance
Indians have for obtaining amendment' to P.L. 280" in' the ‘foreseeable future.

In our Natmnal Convecntwn of 1953 our membershlp pasged Retsolumon 3 which
reads as follows: o

“Whereas, there was adopted in the 83rd 'C gress ‘Public Law 280, an Act to
Trangfer Civil and’ ‘Criminal Jurisdiction to any State in'which-an Indlan reserva-
tion is located; without the, prior- knowledga and. congent of the Indian Tribe or
tribes, and

“Whereas the National Congress of Amerlcan In(hans 1is opposed in pmnmple'
to the adoption of legislation affecting the lives and welfare of the Indian with-
out consultation and consent of the Indians, a principle which the Founders of
this Nation so strongly voiced in their relations with the British Parliament,
and

“Whereas the President of the United’ States, on the occasion of signing Public
Law 280, on August 15, 1953, called attenion to Sections 6 and 7 of that law, which
had beefn included. without prior consultation with the Indians who might be
affected, and recommended that “at the earliest posmble time in the next session
of Congress, the. Act be amended to require such consultation, Now, therefore, be
it -

Resolved by. the National Uongress of Amemcan Indums, in convention as-
sembled . in Phoemw, Arizona, December 9, 1953, That this organization record
its opposition to P.L. 280.in.its present form _urge the recommendation of Presi-
dent Eisenhower be acted upon ; request that Indian tribes be given full oppor-
tunity to be heard in connection with the proposal to transfer to the states civil
and eriminal jurisdiction over Indian land; and request that Public Law 280 be
amended to provide for the consent of Indlan tribes affected by the legislation.

“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted
to the President of the United States, the Secretary of the Interior, the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, and to the Indian Committees of the H'o»use of Rep-
- resentatives and the Senate of the United States.”

In 1966, in Oklahoma City at our 23rd Aninual Convention the membership’s

continuing concern in this area prompted the\ passage of Resolution No. 7, which
reads-as follows:
. “Whereas the National Oongresrs of Amemcan Indians has since the enactment
of Public T.aw 280 requested ‘that the Act be amended to providé that the consent
of the 'tribal governing body be obtained before a state could assume civil and
criminal jurisdiction on the reservation; and

“Whereas legislation in- the ‘past Gongresses has been introduced to carry out
the foregoing': Now, therefore, be it

“Resolved by the National Congress of Amerwa/n Indians assembled this 13th
day of November, 1966, That it-again respectfully request and urges the 90th’
Congress to: amend Pubhc Law 280 to provide that assumption of states of juris-
diction in civil'and criminal acts on Indian reservation shall only be after negotia-
tions between the Indian tribe'concerned and the Stateand consent given, and only
to the extent, from time to tlme, as agreed “upon by ‘the Indian tribe and the
State; be it further
‘ “Resolved That the copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Gongressmnak
Committees concerned and other interested parties.”

In 1967, at our national Convention-in Portland, Oregon, the increasing con-
cern of a simultaneously increasing membership prompted the passage of two
resolutions No. 4 and No. 7. Resolution No. 4 reads :

‘“Whereas the National Congress of American Indians has since the enactment
‘of Public Law 280 requested that the Act be amended to provide that the consent
- 'of the tribal governing body be obtained before:a state could: assume civil and
criminal jurisdiction on the reservation, and

“Whereas legislation in the past Oongresses has been 1ntroduced to carry out
the foregoing: Now, therefore, be it :

“Resolved, That NCAI, the convention assembled at Portland, Oregon, October
2-6, 1967 that it respectfu]lv requests and urges the 90th Congress to amend



