122

We ‘would hke to reiterate’a. pomt lightly -touched upon earlier in: thls state-
fment The sizé and diversity of the membershlp of NCAI,its rapid: growth over
the past decade and its comparatlvely unique: Teqmrement that its: membership
be Indian; all attest to it’s capability in providing a genuine:comprehensive
and synoptlc representation of the concerns of the larger Indian community. Its -
success in‘‘achieving this end arises out of the membership present and:growing
size and the organizational committment to seek policies which will collectively
benefit: the membership. To maintain this capability NCAT seeks to ‘encourage
leglslatlon which has a collective effect. To pursue legislation in a manner which
is selectively oriented to accommodate the desire of specifie' Indian groups could
entail a proliferation of small fragmented efforts whose multiplicity would clutter
the legislative calendar to an éxtent ‘which would protract the execution of
legislation which benefits only ‘a few Indian groups ‘with the capability and
privileges to get on the legislative agenda first: Should this-happen, ‘the Indians
of this country would be right back where they started in achieving their mghts
a8 citizens: with their’ relative impotency as small segmented groups each seek-
ing what is in effect ‘an individual treaty. &

"We Indians have been this route before and it has certainly not gotten us very
much or we wouldn’t be at this hearing today nor would there be a need for the
legislation presently being considered. Moreover, we feel such’ fragmentation of
efforts by its very nature would generally serve to impede the programs and
processes with which we ‘seek to better integrate this disadvantaged Indian into
potential advantages of the American Society. Tt would establish a precedent
which could lead to- p011c1es in ‘application of any general governmental program
in the areas of economic opportumty, ‘health, education, welfare, et.al;; where
it could be requlred_ that these programs submit ‘to individual 1eg1s1at1on and
negotiation to meet the tailoréd desires of every particular Tribal group. This
conjecture may be excessively negative but it reflects an alerted concern on the
part of NCAI about legislative procedures and philosophies ‘which appear to
lean in this dlrectlon As an organization, NCAI feels that it honestly ‘represents
the interests of its membership and that its ‘membership, in turn, honestly rep-
resents the interest of the: larger American Indian community. We ‘also feel that
our, capabﬂlty in this dxmenslon is the most 1eg1t1mate and_ comprehenswe of any
organization in this nation. :

Speaking from this pos1t10n NCAI strongly recommends that the Honoralble
members of this Committee endorse S, 1843 and/or HR 15122 for subsequent
passage to the House of Representatwes , N i ,

R
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[Telegrams]

Hon. B Y BERRY, ,
House of Represenmtwes, »
Washington, D.C.’ L : e e e
. IDEAR CONGRESSMAN BERBY I Want to thank you for sendlng a report on S
1843, which T understand, passed the Senate on December 7, 1967, and for the op-
~ portunity to give theﬂ views of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe.
. The Cheyenne River Sioux Tri osed to.S. 1843 for the reason' 1t took
away authority granted to them under the Act of June 18, 1934 and violated the
Constitution: and By Law and the,Lavv and Order Code of the Oheyenne River
Sioux ’,Drlbe e f

. At the meeting of . eutlve ‘Couneil of the. Nautmnal Congress of Ameriean
Ind.mns at Washungton, D.C., on March 5, 1968, I drafted a R SQ].UItlon for the
,oons1derat1|on by the Council and it was 1 nammously passed gomg on record of
approving of . 1843 with the understanding that as the wording in Sedtion 201
~only applied to the court of . Indian office, and ‘not to the Indian tribal court. In-

‘writing the Resolution, or the copying of it, a mlstake was made, as the Resolu-
~tion shows Section 102 instead of Sectmn 201 I am enclosing the Resolution for
“your information. I am also sending a copy of this letter to Mr. ‘John Belindo,
BExecutive Director of the National Congress of American Indians. As to the
mistake made in line 6 of Resolutlon No. 2, after the word Section, 102 should be
changed: to 201. Also enclosed for your 1nformat10n ig the, Constltutlon and By-
Tiaws of the Oheyenne River Sioux Tribe. See page 5, Subsedtlon (k) under Ar-
ticle IV—Powers of Self Government, Section 1. Also see page 16 of the By-Laws,

. -Article V-——Tribal Courts (Judicial Code),

_Thanks again. for. .giving the Tribe this opportumty to v01ce thelr v1ews

Sincerely
' FrANK DUGHENEAUX,, e
~Chairman-CRSTC.



