o in other fields of justice.
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‘ standing ‘in ‘the reservation problems; The: proposed amendmen
B leO‘al questlon and offer at least a measure of rehef s

: QUALITY OF TRIBAL COURTS ;

After a varlety of expemencee W1th both Federal an
tr1bes have reaehed the conclusion that if they are to have effective law enforce-
ment upon the reservations they must assume the respons1b1hty themselves, It is
" probable that Indian tribes have: not been astute in their public relatlons in the.

~field of law and order. ' We: take the liberty: of brleﬂy outllmng the prroo'ram’ :

 now under way on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation in Utah. i
.- The Tribal Juvenile Ordinance adopted May 6, 1965, is a twenty one page L
document patterned. after the National Juvenile Gourt Act adopted by the State

d State courts, ‘some

of Utah and others. The tribe does not have a member: adequately trained in

thig field to serve as judge and, therefore, it has reached into the Utah State

Jjudicial system to employ - juvenile judges: of outstanding merit to serve. on its

_eourt. An example of the quality and reasoning of a court enlightened upon the
Indians’ real problems is found in the enclosed exhibit, being the Findings of
Fact and Conclusions of Law: and Judgment in the case of The Ute Indian
 Tribe In The Interest of Eddie C Perank, a Mmor, decided by the Tr1bal court
“on Rebruary 29, 1968. '
. The law and order code of the trlbe, only a portlon of Wthh has been adopted,
_by ordmance, isa progresswe and far—reachmg expemment in human relations.
It 18 being. dr
Administration in the State of Utah, a body created by the State Legislature.

afted in conjunction with the State Council on Criminal Justice

‘There are no degrees of crimes in the code nor -are there classifications, such = :

© as misdemeanors and felonies. The word “sentence” could well be eliminated,
,employmg instead the term “treatment” ; for-as heretofore mentioned , bunish-
ment can only be incidental to the paramount object of protecting: soci y while
,dlagnosmg the cause. and treating and rehabmtatmg the defendant It is con- -
- templated that Indian judges will continue to try the cases. They wi functlon;,
- independently as the triers of, the facts, but the diagnosis and treatment will be
determined by a board consisting of the trial judge, a psychiatrist, a medical
doctor, a crumnologxst and a lawyer. Accurate controls of the records: are being
established: to determine:the results ocf thls experiment that has long been needed ‘

“The* HOpl Pribe fof Arizona is amend!mg ltS eonstltutlon to ﬁt 1ts modern day' :
: needs, and is closely followmg with keen 1nterest the Utah euxperlment in tr1ba1
judlcml reform. -
- From the foregoing we hope we have 111ustrated that a general 1nd1ctm(aunt of o
“all Indian tribal courts is not justified. Theére are many other Indian courts that
have " ha:ndled legal matters for tribal members with complete satisfaction for-
years. Little is said of their aecomphshments, while any’ misecarriage of Just;lce .
s publicized considerably out of proportion to its relative importance. S
- T appreciate that if I am given the ‘opportunity to testify before’ Congress I
‘must meet its convenience. An irrevocable appointment at a stockholders meeting
in the State of Washington prevents my presence at the hearing on March 29,
_ although both the Hopi and Ute tribes have requested me to appear. In the event
“any further hearings are anticipated on this bill I. would appreciate being in-
- formed, as I would welcome the opportunity to elaborate on the matters set forth

in this letter. I would hope to impress upon the committee the sincerity of pur- iy

pose-of the tribes I represent, 111ustrat1ng the need for the amendments requested
Very truly yours, :
g : : R JOHN S. BOYDEN
 The CHAIRMAN Any thm else to coms before the committee?

- May the chairman thank all of those who have been here today. This

~ is perhaps the best decorum that we have had in this committee for a

- long, long time, and we try to have good decorum. You have been an.

- ‘attentive and a helpful audience and we apprecmte it very much. -

- The record is being kept open because we have to hear yet from the' :
'De artment witnesses. At that time the attorneys who appeared here
‘today, Mr. So;nosky Mr. Ladarus, Mrs. Horn, and Mrs. Belindo, will
be notified and we would like to have them present, if it is pos31ble for
~ them, or somebody from thelr offices to be present , .



