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s ;and mamtamed on an. annual bas1s, and that Senate document 319, contalmng‘,c s

R treat1es,
- current on an annual basis. The section authOrizes the necessary funds for :
- earrying out the purposes of title VI.. % e : L

Lt d for adequate and u
faffams s ‘pronounced If our Indi
from their own efforts, as' w
of scholars working on their behalf fdll and easy access must be hadft rele
‘ documentary sources. Instances of out-of—prin‘s 0ut-0f~dfate and out-o i
matemals must’ be: corrected. '

1 should now' like to discuss recent objectmns to certain tit! £8. 1843,

' The charge has been made that Title I would impose unreasonable burdens upou

. trlbal governments and would destroy traditional forms of Indian tribal govern-
ment. I do not believe that these objections are valid. All Indians are citizens

~of the United States and in my view, should be entitled to the basie ‘constitiitional

rights which are secured for other citizens by the Bill of Rights. I cannot under-

stand why anyone would object to giving them such basic rights. For instance, I

- fail to'see why any tribal government would want to try any Indian for the same -

. offense twice, or compel any Indian to be a witness against himself or impose -
. excessive ﬁnes, orinflict cruel or unusual punishments, or deny to any Indian the

) ~ privilege of the writ of habeas corpus or any of the other rlghts ‘enumerated in
~Title T of §: 1843. Hundreds of Indians and numerous tribal leaders have told
the Subcommittee that they have no fear of the provisions of Title

laws, Executwe orders, and, regulatmns relating to Indian affairs be kept

nee their

tribal courts already adhere to the basic principles of fairness and justice em-

; “bodied in those provisions. To insure that these rights will always be secured to
individual American Indians agamst poss1ble infringement by any tribal govern-
ment, we must have an organic written law which places limits upon the whims

5 “of man and provides for the rule of law rather than the rule of man. Obviously,

'no plece of legislation will please all men at all times. In our form of majority -

(e rule in America, democracy assumes; that md1v1dua1 ob:]ectlons may. not always g

2 Inall smcerlty, I do not believe that the fears of

| be accommodated by the legislatwe process. . K
1 realize that the All Indian Pueblo Counc11 of New Mex1c0 has v01ced semous '

‘obJectmns to. the provisions of Title I and has asked to be. exempt from: that Tltle Bt

is fine group of dian

can be. justified. The Pueblo Indians have a rieh, colorful form of gove ment :

founded on tradition and wise experience. In no. coneelvable way is it my inten-

. tion; through.the provisions of Title I of S 1843, to. hamper, weaken' or destroy

- the Pueblo tribal tradition or. any Ind1an tribal - governments in thiy Natmn In

. fact, I believe that the provisions of. 8. 1843 would strengthen trlbal govern-

" ments -and grant dignity to every tribal court in our Indian nations. Most im-

~portantly, however, Title I would grant to the individual Indian safeguards

: agamst tribal mlsunderstandmgs caprlcmusness and well-mtentioned mlscar-

~riages of justice. - :
‘Several members of Pueblo tribes 1n New Mexico, both in the 1961 and 1965

hearings expressed.a: desire that all Indians be given rights under the Constitu-

tion which would be free from the whims of a temporary majority. Some Pueblo -

individuals and groups ‘have ertten to the Subcommittee in recent Weeks to
grelterate ‘that desire.

Quoted below are excerpts from letters received from 1nd1v1dua1 Pueblo Inchans" ok l“

- wurging. adoptwn of S 1843 in: 1ts entlrety. o

i s - ISLETA PUEBLO ISLETA N me erch 25 1968

"Hon 'SAM J ERVIN, : ' , ;

U.8. Senator, Ohairman, Subcomm@ttee on Gonstitutwnal R@ghts,

Old Senate Office Bmldmg, 2L iy S

Washmgton, D.C. : : S § :
"DEAR SENATOR ERVIN { We read the matearlal in the Clongressmnal record of o

'March 14, 1968 m’ regard lto the Gonstltumonal Rights of the Indlans of thec e

: J,Umted States.

This JOurnal of the proceedmgs was read and discussed in the H(mse of Rep- G

resentatwes (H.R. 2516) It is registered as Title IT bh:cough Title VII, Rights
of Indians. We are fully aware. of what rights and protections we
to under the U.S. Constitution as citizens of the’ United States. = -

‘We as a Committee in behalf of our Community who previous

/:retentltled' :

1y signed the -

letters favoring the Gonsmtutlonal ngh'ts, hoplng, walting and praymg that L

E this will come to pass.




