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M. Jnw Mr. Chairman, the next witness T have is Mt Totus, who is
~ the chairman of the Land and Legislative Committee and Law and
Order Committee of the Yakima Reservation, He has for over 24 years
represented the tribe, He ‘Wwas one of the members: of the tribecwhen i
~ they made this law. He was elected in 1957 by acclamation, so he truly
- Tepresents the people in our tribe., = S CTERLE
Mr. Totus? = : o e b G
" Senator: ANpErsoN. We will be pleased to hear from you now, :
' STATEMENT OF WATSON TOTUS, MEMBER, YAKIMA TRIBAL ‘

- couNern,

+ Torus. Mr. Chairman and members of the subcommittee,
o name is Watson Totus, an I have‘*bé'jen:a,meiﬁberof the Yakima
el 1 Council for 24 years. My father was a member of the same

 Council and a Chief of this tribe before me, as was'my grandfather. |
All my life T have spent being interested in tribal affajrs ind doing the - -
best that T can for my tribe, S R
- . I'have followed this enrollment problem for many years, We got very
disturbed about the problem some 25 years ago when it appeared th:

We also found out, and were worried about the fact, that the allot-
ments were being broken up into many, many "ijﬁteif"est’s;v;WEej?héive
- worked against this multiple heirship and the breakup of our land base
~First, we were advised and we co ]
-+ aid of itilé?GOVernment, we thought that the best thing to do ould be
~ to provide that only Yakimas could inherit, ‘and'thi‘s‘f*\}?s;‘r;‘asa‘gre'efd"\ pon
- by our people and by evei"ibody S0 that section 7 of the Yakima Enro]l-
ment Act was enacted. This helped keep the land in the hands of the
. people that it came fro “%theﬁmembérs, of '\theifléifbands«and tribes,
- Then, the next step that we took, in order to allow people who ‘had
~ been given land from the tribe and could not pass it on to their heirs,
~to sell it back to the tribe. Also to keep the land in larger parcels
S0 that we would not have large administrative problems, we got
. our own land act. This act has allowed us to purchase from members
~ who wished to sell, because they can’t pass their land on or for other
~ reasons, their interests in allotments or the full all‘otment[itslelf. We
- think we have done a good job in,thisregard, and we hLave been com-
- plimented by everyone for ’four,fo‘rwardflooking ideas in this matter,
~ We have spent a large amount of tribal funds I
_ problems created by the General Allotment Act.

~ Prior to the year 1967 we had ‘purchas_ed‘ over $4fmilhon‘woi't}iii of

. able right now, but it is well in excess of $5 million total. In addition |
. ‘to these amounts, there have been sales between triba] members which
~also has helped that problem. L e S

~In 1966 there was almost $100,000 in sales, while in 1967 there was
‘about $75,000. From this you can see that we are doing the very best




