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A Note On “Federal Aid”

The term “Federal aid” is commonly used, and is used in
this document, as a general term covering all the multiplicity
of purposes for which Federal funds flow to institutions of
higher education or those attending them. The reader should
keep in mind, however, that the term “Federal aid” is in-
accurate and misleading as applied to many of these
programs. Where the Federal Government, in fulfillment
of a clearly defined and asserted national responsibility,
uses the services, facilities and personnel of colleges and
universities to accomplish this purpose, the term “Federal
aid” is not applicable. Indeed when the payment for this
use is inadequate to cover its cost, as it frequently is, colleges
and universities are supplying fiscal aid to the national gov-
ernment rather than the reverse. Colleges and universities
have a responsibility for the national welfare which exceeds
that of most other institutions in our society, and on which
they are uniquely able to discharge. Willingness to give
whole-hearted cooperation in programs of national impor-
tance should not, however, obscure the fact that the flow
of “aid,” both in terms of accomplishment and in fiscal
terms, is a two-way flow. Cooperation in the national
interest is a better word for it.



