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 Back in 1959, Doctor, 1 introduced 2 bill, and @ similar bill is noW
pending in the ‘Conﬁess, which is simply to establish & minerals
policy m the United States. 1 don’t think anybody can 2y today that |
‘we have 2 minerals pol'lé_y.'lf we have it has more facets than any -
Jiamond that has ever been cut. It is almost impossible to tell what
it is. I don’t know whether we are trying to follow the old Paley theory
~or not. I don’t know whether our hational policy is to promote the
production of minerals in this country upon an economically viable
basis, or whether it is our intention to tap the world’s resources as far
a8 we cal. : ‘ : :

" The present bill is S 522. Tt was i’rimc(')duced in January of 1967. We |
requested department reports on February 2, 1967. These re uests were

~ renewed on August 29, 1967, and on February 3, 1968. To date, no re-
ports whateve have been received on thatbill. e :

~broad base from which we could start 1e)g'1s‘1-ati1'1g,¢tﬁqdevel(yp a sounder
minerals industry in this country, pa.rti@ul‘a;ﬂy in the pmducﬁbidﬂ field,
and that unless We sayy what our ‘mineral policy is going 1o be, we are .
going to keep on flubbing around—and that is as good 2 word asany-

Now, 1 happen to Peliove that this bill, 1f onacted, would be the

thing, just ﬁubbing,anmunde—for“ a long, long time- e
Now, can you explain to me why there has been no report on this
pill from the Department of Interior® Even,though-«_they, say “We

don’t like it,” why haven't we had something fromthem?

Dr. HIBBARD. May 1 comyment, on that, sir? ot

‘Senator ArporT. Yes;Lam asking the question. R
" Dr. Hisparp. I am not %pmpamdt to comment, on the status of the
comments on the bill. But it is :vith the thought in mind that strateglo
planning requires that information be prought in in & concise way to
those who make policy as @ basis for establishing whatever policy is
needed to cover the issues which emerge from these studies. This is one
of the reasons why 1am here today, because 1 believe that the informa-
tion which we are going to present this morning will show 2 clear need
for some firm statements of policy. : Co :

1 happen to believe personally that while no add!i:“cional«a,u;thomifby !
is required by the Secretary or the Bureau to carry out some of the
things that need to:be done, that it is highly Jesirable to focus the

attention of the country on the need for new minerals teclﬂlolwog%" JAs
in the past where you have focused this need by the passage of legis-
lation, such as the ‘Synthetic Fuels Act of not too long ago, you might
find it ‘a;ppmprriavte; to consider the possibility of having & National
Minerals Technology Act which would focus the needs of the country .
for a4 new technology, and might associate with 1t some upper limits of
funding. e ’ e '

And it is for this reason that I am here today, to try to point this out.

Senator ALLOTT. 1 understand that, Doctor. And T am going to read
every word of your statement—-— S e LR

"Dr. Hissarp. What 1 have just said is not in my statement. This
is my orsonal opinion. e R L e :

- Senator A110TT (continu«ing),_Even if T have to leave before you
. fnish it : : : : Tl L
. Were you ever asked, for example, to comment on S. 5221

Dr. HissarD. Yes, sir. - ‘

Senator Arrort. And did you comment on it?

Dr. HIBBARD. Yes, Sir. , ,




