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. Tf the latter are achievable, they are: mue“hfpre'ffemble to the former

~ over the long term. Tn view of the outlook forincreased competition for
available world supplies of mineral raw materials the ultimate result
of seeking to preserve a domestic productive capacity; that is not
economically competitive with other sources, promises to be unfavor- -
" able to the United States. Aside from the retaliation engendered
through such devices the ultimate outcome is certain to include further

reductions in access to the lowest cost world sources of the materials we =

the cost of raw materialsto the United States'w’ill‘beehighe»rkthan it s
{0 other countries who don’t follow this type of approach. = ,
, Protectionism measures promise only higher costs to the domestic
‘processing industries, much higher prices to he consumer and a further
~ deterioration in the capability of U.S. manufacturers to compete for
foreign markets. AR S e R R e
- Technology, I am convinced, has the inherent power toimprove the -
competitive ‘position of domestic mineml»sources."T’Enerégétically em-
ployed it will be the most powerful force we can exert. But we must not
Tose sight of the fact that technology 18 universally applicable. Conse-
- quently, if significant advantages are to be gained, they must be sought
_in areas where the technology will be immediately and particularly
~ applicable to our domestic situation. : Rl e
~ For example, the type of low-grade gold ores discussed a moment
Cago. S ke e e i
" An unusual mineral aggregation would be another example. Or per-
haps large concentrations of minor minerals, unusually favorable co-

will'néed‘ing‘rowing;quanbiftiesj.-‘l"n other words, with this approach

product or byproduct relationships, ready accessibility, and source-to- .

market relationships that gain through transportation differentials or
unusual use or marketing patterns. . S e
- Special emphasis will be needed on advancing the development of
underground mining systems that will permit achieving costs at least
comparable with thoge incurred in surface mining. - o
"~ We have in our country very excellent 'undergroundémining equip-
ment, the continuous mining equipment in the coal industry, in the
potash industry, the tunnel borer. S R
But do you realize that continuous mining, if it 1s operating in 2 big
coal mine, will operate only one-third of the time, because we don’t
“have the capability in this system‘“tdtake the material from the mine
~ and bring it above ground on a Qontinuous‘basizs;;So what we really
need is & total mining system which will permittha;tnc‘;on‘tinuousi min-

- ing to operate around the clock. And this means a special system of

re‘ﬁib"vingﬁthe'mitelrial",‘ of providing roof support, of fpmxzidingffvmti— ;

lation. And this is the controlling stepin underground mining.

~ We can cut coal and we can cut potash and we can break rock an

 gwful lot faster than we can handle it beyond that. And for some rea-
~ son or other the equipment industry has conce:

cutting and let the rest ofthesystemgo. =

- “When I was up ‘in Coeur d’Alene they were using one of these

tremendous raise borers, and they could move through that hard rock
tremendously fast. But they had to leave all the ctittings in the hole, -
pecause they couldn’t remove them {ast enough: And soall the economic

advantages of thistre}rrifendous rock cuttinfg“?deviCe were lost..
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