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Communities Wwhich rely on small mines for their livelihood wil] be faced with
Dossible dislocation of Job opportunities, , , S
- Other environmentai factors, of less immediate concern but of long-range
importance, ‘include more stringent lang reclamation laws, and laws restricting
the discharge of acid-mine water. Research in the latter area may forestall or
eliminate future broblems, k :
The nuclear challenge to coal for the electrie utility market should encourage
a search for greater diversiﬁéation in markets for coal. Possibly the natural
gravitation to more flexible fo(rmsv—'liquid and gaseous—ig the best way to achieve
thig divers’iﬁcation. : -
The changiqg nature of the bituminous coal industry wily make it ing

ply ; production of low-sulfur coal may not keep up with demand; delays may

or Appalachian region, containg the ‘Iargest reserve of highﬁquality, high-rank
coals in the United States, and, in fact, in the world. While a]i the bituminong
coals of the region have coking pro ' i i

At present a1l of the Uniteq States Supply and 70 percent of the worlg

Supply come from bedded deposits and lake brineg in California, Reserves are

abundant and seen ag adequate to meet foreseeable demands, However, a sig-
nificant factor. in boron economiecs ig the virtual world-wide monopoly held
by a single foreign-baged company, ‘ ' ‘ -

Future worlg trade patterns mmay change Somewhat and favor increased
imports to the Uniteq States of certain minera] forms for special yapplic'at.‘ionfs.
Over the Iong—term, such competition wil] tend to stabilize or Teduce ‘priceg
rather than greatly affect broduction ang consumption growth rates,




