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single source of iscandium i known, Co;ing:iidjeptauy, no important demand has.
inspi'red}muchieoncern;for the Poor resource outlook. . ST T 7
“Apparently research .on potential uses does not.always broceed in fullr apprecia-
tion: of supply limitations, A large potential market for scandinm in the illumina-
tion field hag been sought Wwhich, in turn, has concentrated Some attention on
developing low-cogst Separation and Purification techniqueg, o AR

_ SELENTUM

While distributed Widely in nature, the inineral‘ogibaﬁl,assdciatibn of selenium
with sulfide Ininerals of copper, irom, lead, and“othje’r:metayls” provides the sig-

be reduced. Also, other potential sources .of seleniunj are’ present. in materialg
that have not been exploited, such as fiye dusts from lead smelters and sulfurie’
acid plants. While the new uses have significantly increased interest in selenium,
particularly in electrical and X€rox-type copying deviceg; potential supply seems
adequate to accommodate fore,see”a;ble demands. Ag g relatively plentifu] by-

broduct. with useful broperties, the opportunities ‘for "dev1sing new uses or for
substitution for less-abundant commodities have not heen fully exploited.

Stricon

Silico'nyis,eanswmed in large quantities in the. form of silica sand- for the
manufacture of flat glass, tube glags, optical glass and glass Products, foundry -
sand, plaster sand, and for filter beds:in municipal water plants. Produced mainly
from sand bits, quartzite and sandsto-nequarrles, the industry is plagued by the
Same conflict:of lang use, water and air pollution environmental issues affecting_
sand and gravel production (see Section on sand ang gravel ). - :

: SILVER
Major transitions bresently ﬁpset ‘t‘r'a,di'tional suppvly-demand relationships’
both in the United States and abroad. Ultimate price levels are the subject of
Speculation and g variety. of conclusions, The majority of interests anticipate
that both price ang demands will. move upward over the short-term occasioning

a reappraisal of ‘submargina] sources for 'commercigl’ feasibility,

A large part of the domestic demand has been accommodated through drafts
from U.S. Trea:s‘ury stpckg; and me;tal re@],ai‘med fron} secondary sources, Primary

commercial interest in the future should be understood in terms of the impact
various silver (and other coproduct metals) price levelg might have on. the




