“tbgthefpresént OAS Admihistrati()n."1Bui1dingfWhieh is {]ocatéd at 1’9‘th

- Street and Constitution Avenue, NW. The bill would give authority to

the General Services Administration to design, construct, and equip
~ a headquarters building for the OAS out on its new 8-acre tract at
, thz é'equest of the OAS and with funds provided in advance by the
 We believe that the National Bureau of Standards site, provided
for in H.R. 16175, has several advantages over other sites that have
- been considered for an international center of thistype: .~
- 1.1t would not remove privately owned property from the tax rolls
- of the District of Columbia ; el e i
2. It would avoid the need to relocate families, since no residential
housing ison the site; CREL T AR Fen
~ 8. Use of the site for an international center would be compatible
_ with the proposed comprehensive plan for the National Capital pre-
- pared by the National Capital Planning Commission and with the
subway plan; i . P e o
4. Use of the NBS site for an international center has been personal-
~ ly endorsed by Commissioner Walter E. Washington;
5. The Department of State has already received expressions of in-
terest in the National Bureau of Standards site from the representa-

 tives of several foreign countries; , N L o
- 6. The proposed legislation can be enacted and implemented at lit-
tle or no cost to the Government, since the land is already the prop-

erty of the United States. The only Government. expenditure envi-

" sioned at this time would be the construction of roadways, landscap-

Y fg and other minor improvements, The land itself, with the exception

he 8 acres to be donated to the OAS, would either be sold or leased
to foreign governments for the construction of chanceries
, ex‘&)‘ense. ' o ST T ke M
~ The State Department firmly believes that the proposal embodied
in H.R. 16175 offers the best solution at a minimal cost to the pressing
problem of finding suitable chancery locations in the District. We
hope that this legislation will be enacted at the present session of
the Congress. .~~~ 7 DA '
- T appreciate the opportunity the subcommittee has afforded me to
present the Department’s views. I will be glad to try to answer any
questions concerning the proposed legislation. [ 0y
- Mr. Gray (presiding). Thank you, Mr. Meeker, for a very fine state-
~ment. I want to apologize for my tardiness. T was detained and could
not reach you when you started. I have gone over your statement
here quickly. Let me ask a few questions ifImay. -~
~ You list in your statement, certain items of improvements to the site,
- namely roads and other facilities and you envision the small amount
~of money for this. Do you have any idea of an estimate of what this -
would cost to make these improvements, roadways, landscaping, and
other minor improvements? g S EEN L
~ Mr. Meeger. An estimate has been made for that of $250,000. This,
of course, is an estimate b

at their

‘ ‘ ased on present cost levels. I suppose it is al- -
- ways possible that by the time the work was done the amount might
be somewhat higher, but, I think that gives the order of magnitude .

~ thatis involved here.



