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Mr. Chairman, I would like to have a little more facts and figures
onthis,ifyoucould. Pl e T

. Mr. Gray. Well, that is a legitimate question. Let me say to my dis-
tinguished friend from Minnesota as a subcpmmittee‘chainnan,l can
tell you how this matter started. It started through the officials of the -
Organization of American States approaching the Office of Protocol

and other officials in the Department of State and making their needs
known to the people. Various countries contacted the State Depart-

ment expressing an interest in building new chanceries; and this initial
contact, fIz;rmrwu'lly came to the District of Columbia government, and
many of the areas that they had selected were not for that purpose and
the chairman is familiar with that fiasco, the location of the Russian
Embassy, et cetera. ' I e e
"It all started with the request of the OAS and these various coun-
tries. Then when the National Capital Planning Commission became
involved in the thing, they looked at a number of sites, as Mr. Bozarth
pointed out, and all of them cost an awful lot of money. ; =
. The original Sealtest site was the first preference of the Organiza-
ion of American States, because it was In _close proximity to other
facilities and the State Department and the Foggy Bottom area. They
found out later on that this site was not large enough. Sealtest did
10t want to sell it, and then they settled on the Wash,ington Circle area.
_ This, I might say to my distinguished friend in relation to Tregaron,
[regaron at that time was not available and was not considered. After
he hearings developed in our subcommittee on the so-called Washing-
on Circle area we had all these citizen groups protesting. Then the

weirs of Tregaron came forward and came up with what I feel is per-

onally a good figure if they wanted to consider purchasing it. They

t first talked about $6 or $7 million. We looked at i‘t‘as a pos- St

ible location and home for the Vice President.
Mr. Knott accom: he !
‘regaron. At that time they wanted $6 or $7 million. They have come
own considerably. ‘ SR e L
‘Asto who made the actual decision in the State Deé)artment Iwould
ave no idea and I am sorry that these gentlemen do not know. But
1st putting it very frankly, I think that the main consideration here
as been the fact that this is Government-ownedland. © S
The second consideration is the fact that as your subcommittee chair-
1an, I frankly told the Department of State, with the temper of Con-
ress as it is, I did not feel we could get a large monetary authoriza-
ion through Congress. I will accept that responsibility if T am the
ne who has forced them to go to Government-owned land. It is no
seret and I said publicly I would not try to guide any legislation out

panied me here a year and a half ago tolook at e

f this committee authorizing a large expenditure because this was

nly a $750,000 authorization and only passed in the House by a mere
J-vote margin and took 2 years to do soand I did not feel T wanted

» do battle with a $5 or $7 million authorization or something like

ub.

000 letters and we are introducing the bill at the request of the
epartment of State setting ‘up an international center. not

iat and frankly it had been branded as an ‘inte\ma’tionalt drinking

In fact, T mentioned "p’ubliciy yesterday that T had ‘réceiVé‘d"‘}c‘p‘iferyf .



