L 80

We are pleased mdeed to see that th1s proposal has the support of the mty
“the OAS, the White House, the State Department. In other words, the bill, H.R
16175, has united support of all segments. It certainly is far less costly than any
previous proposal which has been considered by your Subcommittee. It will noi
displace ‘peoplé, jobs, businesses, and taxes. It will, instead, solve the problem‘
which the foreign governments have for chancery space, and it meets the require
ment stated by President Johnson that 1t be “conslstent w1th the leg1t1matt

‘ ~1nterests of District citizens.”

We request the adoption of H.R. 16175 at the earliest possible moment and we
“are very grateful, indeed, that you are backing ‘such a progressive and.public
_spirited proposal. We feel that it is due to your leadership that the earlie;
proposal at Washington Circle was so thoughtfully considered by your: Commit

tee. The hearings which you held were emlnentlv falr to- everyone concerned

~ We commend you for ‘this.

Respectfully yours, e e T
, , Sl ~PHrL1P I BROWN‘;T» :
: Q‘Arnmnmn McCARRON.

‘THE 18TH AND COLUMBIA ROAD BUSINESS ASSOCIATION, :
, Washington, D.C., May 12, 1968;
Hon KENNETH T, GRAY, : '
Chairman, Subcommittee on Public Buildings and Grotmds C’ommtttee on Publu
' Works, Hc ouse of Representatwes Washmgton D.C.:
- DEAR CONGRESSMAN GRAY: We are writing to advise you of our strong suppor1
for H.R. 16175, and to urge that it be adopted by your Subcommittee in ordei
- that it may be favorably considered by the full Public Works Committee at the

" “earliest possible date. It is our ‘hope-that this ‘s1gn1ﬁcant legislative measure

‘will be brought to the floor of the House early,,, ,nough in this Session 80 thai
;the Senate may concur and President Johnson can-sign it into law. :
The provision of adequate space for-chanceries of foreign governments has long
“been a matter of major concern to President J ohnson, and it would be a fine thing
if ‘H.R. 16175, which meets this need in-a stralght-forward and. pubhc-splrltec
‘way, were enacted into-law in time for him to sign it .into law. If he is to sigr
‘it into law, H.R. 16175 will have to be adopted by the Congress during this Ses
- sion. Proof of President J ohnson’s. interest in meeting the space needs of For

N eign governments for chancery purposes is this statement which is part of: his

.:Message to the Congress on February 27, 1967 :
. “For the District to serve its purpose as the Nation’s Capltal it must prowd(
- for the representatives of foreign governments and international organizations

Increasmgly, the unavailability of space for the legltlmate needs of forelgn gov:
ernments is becoming a matter of concern.

. “Many new countries require but have been unable to secure adequate space
- for their chanceries; Many older countries which are seeking larger quarters are
having similar difficulties. The problem has ‘become an unnecessary 1rritant ir
our international relationships.” =

As the Washmgton Post pointed out in a report on "HR. 16175 and on th(
hearings you have been conducting, “Chancery space has been an issue here since
-the early 1960s, when Congress restrlcted new chancery constructlon 1n resr

dential areas.”
The Washmgton ‘Post artrcle made these further pomts in. 1ts report of May 9
1968 :
~ “The city, the State Department and the Nat1ona1 Cap1tal Plannmg Commls
- sion all warmly endorsed a bill yesterday to reserve part of the old Bureau of

Standards site on Connecticut Avenue for diplomatic use.

“The legislation, under review by a House Public Works sub-Cominittee, woulc
“set aside the 34 acres between Tilden and Van Ness Streets nw. on the west s1d
‘of Connecticut Avenue,

_ “Right of these acres would be given to the Orgamzatlon of Amerlcan Stater
~ for a new headquarters. Slxteen acres Would be sold or leased to forergn govern

. ‘ments for chanceries. :

. “The rest would be held as park land aceordmg to present plans e

“Leonard C. Meeker, legal adviser to the State Department ‘told: the subcom
mittee yesterday that 16 countries have expressed ‘interest. in buying or leasin
chancery sites on the Connectmut Avenue site. He said all ‘could be acconmo
dated in the 16 acres. , : . : :



