Mr. BraTnix. Thé,nk you, Mayor. We will come back to you with
“questions. = ‘ B ST
We will hear now from the Chairman of the District of Columbia

Recreation Board and Department, Mr. Thomas. Will you please read
your statement? » SO , '

STATEMENT OF WILLIAM HAMMOND THOMAS, CHAIRMAN, DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA RECREATION BOARD AND DEPARTMENT;
ACCOMPANIED BY MRS. ELIZABETH M. STERN, VICE CHAIRMAN

- Mr. TroMmas. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and members of the com-
mittee. Before I go into my statement, I would like to thank the Mayor
for his kind words relative to the Board’s work. I can say without.
equivocation that each member of the Board is a dedicated public
servant. Mrs. Stern, Vice Chairman of the Board, is here today and I
would like to present Mrs. Stern to the committee.
- Mr. BuamNik. Off the record. ‘ o
(Discussion off the record.) o RIS A T
Mr. Bratnix. Certainly the record will show you as part of the
panel. We appreciate your making the effort to be here in person,
- Mr. TroMas. My name is William Hammond Thomas, and I
“appear here today as Chairman of the District of Columbia Recreation
Board. I thank you, on behalf of the Board, for this opportunity to
present the views of the District of Columbia Recreation Board rela-
tive to the President’s proposal for the reorganization of the District
l(g Columbia recreation functions, designated as Reorganization Plan
0. 3. ' i e
_ The District of Columbia Recreation Board supports the President’s
Reorganization Plan No. 3. : Gt e
We believe that the new city government, if it is to have marked
administrative success, must have administrative control of all city

governmental community service agencies. Moreover, the prestige of
‘the Mayor’s office can bring to the Recreation Department the neces- |

sary funds to permit the essential upgrading of recreation in this city.
The increased interest in community school complexes envisions
cooperative and cohesive educational, recreational, and other neighbor-
hood functions. We believe that the Mayor’s office can effect a better
cooperative meshing of these community services than can an inde-
pendent and autonomous board. St - . , :
While the new Board now in operation has made tremendous strides
in the past 10 months toward upgrading recreation services and
facilities, it believes that even better and quicker results can be had
{from the vantage point of the Mayor’s office. =~ R
‘While I recognize that this hearing is for the purpose of determining
the Board’s position relative to the reorganization plan, nevertheless, -
we would like to read into the record some of our thinking with re-
spect to the future. We believe that there should be a successor board
for recreation organized along these lines: L ‘
‘ (1) An 1I-man board with agency representatives from the
Board of Education, National Park Service, and the City Council.
There would be a citizen representative from each of the four
sections of the city, a member at large, two youth representatives,
~and one representative with a strong interest in the arts.



