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The Kennedy Round was an outstanding example of international
cooperation. But major non-tariff barriers continue to impede the
free flow of international commerce. These barriers now block many
U.S. products from competing for world markets.

Some non-tariff barriers violate provisions of the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade. We will step up our efforts to secure the
prompt removal of these illegal restrictions.

Other non-tariff barriers may not be illegal, but they clearly hamper
and hinder trade. Such barriers are found in all countries; the American
Selling Price system is an example of one of our non-tariff barriers.

We have initiated a major international study to assess the effect of
non-tariff barriers on world trade. :

We have already begun action in the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade and other international ofganizations to deal with some of
these non-tariff barriers.

Efforts such as these are an important element in our trade polic%'.
All sides must be prepared to dismantle unjustified or unreasonable
barriers to trade.

Reciprocity and fair play are the essential standards for inter-
national trade. America will insist on these conditions in all our negoti-
ations to lower non-tariff barriers.

Third, we must develop a long-range policy to guide American trade
expansion through the 1970’s.

I have directed the President’s Special Representative for Trade
Negotiations to make an intensive study of our future trade require-
ments and needs.

I would hope that Members of the Congress and leaders of Labor,
Business and Agriculture will work with the Executive Branch in this
effort. To help develop the foundations of a far-reaching policy, I will
issue an Executive Order that establishes a wide basis for consultation
and assistance in this important work. '

AN EXPANDING ERA IN WORLD TRADE

The proposals in this message have been shaped to one purpose—
to develop the promise of an expanding era in world trade.

‘We started on this road three and a half decades ago. In the course
of that journey, the American farmer, the businessman, the worker
and the consumer have benefitted.

The road ahead can lead to new levels of prosperity and achieve-
ment for the American people. The Trade Expansion Act of 1968 will
speed us on the way. , )

I urge the Congress to give this important measure its prompt and
favorable consideration.

Tue WHite House, May 28, 1968.

LynpoN B. JonNson.



