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What they do not tell is the economic disaster to the industry that is bound
to come through the necessity of producing more and more for less and less. The
tendency is to expand in order to survive in face of increasing costs in all direc-
tions—taxes, interest, labor, machinery, living, ete., and this is coming at a time
when the cattle industry is working hard to bring about a cut-back in production
in order to bring stability to a presently unhealthy business.

To allow ever increasing imports in the face of an attempt at self control by
the industry is to force defeat of any effective method of adjusting supply to
" demand at a fair price to both producer and consumer.

This bending over backwards to give so-called protection to the consumer has
certainly been overplayed and has gone far enough. Such political tactics are
unrealistic and a disservice to the American people. That a healthy, sound live-
stock industry in our country is vital, cannot be disputed. If the country is
forced out of the beef producing business because of inability to compete with
foreign producers, then you could see $2.00 per pound hamburger and $4.00
per pound steak in the meat counter.

We might point out one additional factor that perhaps has not been considered
before and that is the terrific fire hazard that could be created by unused ranges
and grazing lands. s

To sum up a few basic facts: '

1. The beef industry is not asking for higher protective tariffs, nor for an
embargo or ban against foreign meat. We are asking for a chance to stabilize our
own industry by legislation to prevent the erratic influx of beef to our shores.
This involves reasonable quotas on a quarterly basis. These foreign imports
should be held to an exact known figure which would aid in their own production
projections and allow our industry to do the same. The seasons or months when
we have light supplies of manufacturing beef is well known to the industry.
These quotas should be geared to those months.

2. Another aspect that has been pointed out many times during these past three
and one-half years is that the base established by import levels during 1959 to
1963 was unrealistic. The average established during 1958 to 1962, if used as a
base, would be a little less generous but one that the industry could better live
with.

3. Canned, cooked and cured meats must be included in future quotas.

4. Foreign meat purchased by the Armed Forces abroad must be included in
the quotas, as they are replacing domestic purchases. .

5. The American people must not become dependent on foreign production for
one of the basic necessities in the diet of the American people. The consequences
of such dependency need no elaboration.

This legislation involved in HR 9475 is vital to the survival of the cattle
industry in the United States, and we urgently request your immediate con-
sideration of the problems raised by the pending legislation.

Very truly yours,
JoHN WoODARD, President.

AMERICAN ScoTOH HIGHLAND BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION,
Edgemont, S.Dak., June 29, 1968.
Representative WiLBUuR MILLS,
Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee,
House Office Building,
Washington, D.C. -

DEArR MR. Mirrs: At the 17th Annual Convention of the American Scotch
Highland Breeders’ Association held June 24th at Wall, So.Dak. the member;hip
renewed their stand against the high level of Beef Imports into the United Sta es.

We would like to urge you and your Committee to support H.R. 9475, wh.ch
would strengthen the Import Quota Law on beef.

A favorable Committee Report on this bill would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
MARGARET MANKE, Secretary.
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