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PROGRAM I: POLIOY DIRECTION AND SUPPORT :

Statutory authomty

R Commumcatmns Act of 1934 as amended and the Commumcatlons Satelhte
; Acm of 1962. ,

‘\ , N wture of progra/m and bemeﬁts

The ‘Commissionery’ policy and'support personnel whlch are not d1rectly charge-

‘ able ‘to specific programs are in the following areas: The Offices of the Chairman

and the Commissioners, Office of Executive Director, Office of (}eneral Counsel
- Office of the Secrefary, and Office of Information. e :
The Federal Communications Commission is a blspar»tlsan 1ndependent regu1a~ :
tory agency composed of seven commissioners appointed by the President, by
and with the consent of the Senate, ‘one of whony the Presdd»ent ‘designates as
~Chairman. The normal term of appomtment is 7 years. Commissioners provide
) pohcy direction for the agency in the numerous and complex issues which
come. before the: Commission  as it ecarries out its regulatory ‘respongibilities
in the rapidly developing field of communications. Its mission covers adminis-:
trative, quasi-judicial and quasi-legislative nexsponsubuhtles in' the regulation of
interstate and foreign commumcatmns by - w1re, cable, radlo, and satelhtes, wrth
the objective of— ‘
“making available, so far as possi‘ble, to-all’ the people-of - the United. Sbates
rapid, efficient, nationwide, and worldwide wire and radio. communication seche '

with adequa'te facilities at reasonable charges, for the purpose of the national

defense, for the purpose of pmmjotmg safety of life and property through the
useé of wire and radio communication. * * * (Sec. 1, Communications Act )
| The Chairman of thé Commission, in ‘addition to his duties as a o
gerves. as the chief executive oﬂicer of the agency. In- this capacity,
at Comimission meetings and represents the Commission ‘at legislat:
budgetary heamhgs before the Congress and the Bureau of the Budget «
- acts as the primary manager of Commission administrative -operations, inciud:
activities affemmg other Ga@vernment ageéncies and congresswnal i
_funsebmnts ‘ o
i The specific. deSCmptlon of orgamzatlon, functlons and respons1b111ties of | the

maJor staff units listed above (i.e., Executive Director, General Coun Offi¢
of the Secretary, and Office of Inform'atmn) is Oontamed in part O of
: mls:smn s rules and regulations.
" .- The Executive Director-is directly responmble to the Comm’
under the superwsmn of the Chairman, assisting him in carrying out of.
mission’s orgamZatmnaI and admlmsmranve responsibilites. His principal 1
to coordinate the activities of the staff units of the Commission, with th
objective of prompt disposition of the matters with which. they are charged He
‘I8 directly responsable for personnel management, budgetary planning and
administrative services operations, and supervises 1mplemenbatnon of the Public
: ‘In«t.ormatlon Act of 1966. Tllustrative of work outputs in activities superviged by

: the Executive Director are: more than 10,000 personnel actions of " all. types

processed annually, ‘preparation of - various bujdget and  planning paropoml%

‘ duphcatlng ot apprommately 35 million impressions a year and the processing of

- more than a million pieces of mail annually. The Executive Director also super-

~ vises the emergency communiecations functions of the Commission and reports
, dneetly to the Defense Commissioner in this responsibility.

* The Office of General Counsel is responsible for advising the Commnsswn on
legal matters-involved in setting and lmplemenrtmg poliey. The General Counsel
also 1e'presents the Commission in litigation in the courts, coordinates the prep-
: granon of the Commigssion’s legislative program and acts in international com-
nications matters. During fiscal year 1967, the Commission participated ‘in
Federal court pvoceedmgb, including actions pending before the Siupreme
(‘ourt the various Courts of Appeal and U.S. District Courts. The most recent
Supreme Court -case involved the  vital. issue of the Commission’s role and
and authority in regulating community antenna television systems.

- The Office of the Secretary has the responsibility for signing and pr%eSsmg
certain Comimission correspondence and documents. He is the custodian of the
‘Commlssuons seal and records and maintains minutes and records of Com-
mission actions and docket proceedm«rs The Secretary supervises the hbrary
and assures that library procedures and volumes procured are res:ponswe to the
‘m@reasmg OOmmlsswu reqmrements for mformatwn 2 ‘




