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regrets that he was anable to accept your invitation to testify today: |
1 am pleased to have the opportunity to respond to our letter of
March 20, 1968 T hope that in 80 doing, 1y remarks will be helpful to -
your efforts to protect the ‘American consumer from economic loss O
daixigex*iﬁdhishealthandSaféty; R B
Bofore I address the questions raised in your Maréhi20 letter, I would:
like to spend a few moments in describing the Defense Supply Agency’s
mission and responsibili;ties in supporting’ aﬂathefémﬂiﬁai*y*serviceﬂs’fl;
with food, clothing, medical, fuel, é()nsbﬁuctibn; electronics, jndus-
~Also, before answering the quet tions of your Jetter, I will touch on”
geveral facets of DSA’s operations which I believe to be gemanej;m
your inquiry. These include speeifications for items’ that we buy; |
requirements for special paclgagingé ;ar;dfmarkmgs,;é and ‘methods we
applyﬁo;'gxsismjiﬁ%’thaaﬁ ttems procired theet contract specifications; the
control we exerc ge over Tejected items: and the procedures: we follow
in disposal of excess Or Jeteriorated materiel. HUpalEr S D s
- The Defense S\ipplyﬁAgend’y“ is s wholesale source iofisupply toal
of the miilitary sevvices in the comm

gommod ity areas T, mientioned earlier.’
In carrying out this ;‘esponsibiliétgyf,? fﬁ{SA&Iﬂam?ai*@s 1.7 million items:
and procures 'over $6 billion ~worth -of these ‘f'@e)rhmodities:pei; Year.

As a general rule, the spedﬁc*atioﬁsi~goveﬁrnmgf‘thé~*iteifnsﬂf)roeurgdi
by DSA are prepared or cbntrollg&’by%hhe‘fsenvieéé. We buy items

which meet specified requirements 1a1dwd©w*ijbf5i the ' service users.
~Although a substantial number of the items bought- by DSA have
counterparts Or Near counterparts among items used by private co
gumers, the Spéeiﬁda;ﬁmﬁsfuﬁde‘r’»Wh’f’teh?we%bu‘gr*?zh@‘eqliéntl‘ggf \re 10
~ stringent than those governing ;productiqn of consumier It mis. Tt
reasons for this strin ency are generally V:a;‘fs%ocfia;ted“ with req irements
for'the-items W buyto perform pfa&i@twblyr gm‘dér‘évehxs‘jﬁng%c@ﬁditié)hs :
of trangportation; use, climate, and length of:time, and environment of
storage prier to use. %l’hese f‘x?eq\'i;’livexheﬁts also result in ‘military items:
receiving @ higher' level o‘r‘“‘a’packagiﬁg; packing cand: marking thanis.
cdmmonéinrthee‘onsumer.market;:ta
Generally, the markings used ‘on the item’s: fimmg&iatéf:conminerﬂ

as well as the intermediate package are the item name,name of con-

% .

tractor, special precautionary: markings, and the vniand’atoxfyima?kinfs‘ S
T
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required by law such: as ingredient statements and inspection legen

“the Federal:stock mumber s shown and on sub- |

On medifea’;l items the: : ,, v ;
gistence items the type, ‘class, OF ¢ ade of the item may be shown. A

~ distinctive feature of some medical and subsistence items is camouflage

nonreflective enamel used onitems ordinarily issued to and carried by
g the,individual in combat. On the shippin, _container the contract
number is usually shown along with other identification data. bt
“In most instances markings are applied to the item in a rather .
permanent, fashion; for example; subsistence items may have. the

marking in'formati’on‘1ithograph:ed' to the body of the can. Certain

medical items may have stock numbers or other identifying informa-
tion etched into th ampule or, ceramic-fired into the unit package.

Clothing and textile items, particularly upiform type items, will have
distinctive labels sewn tothe garment, . . Eel T
Tnherent in the function of procuring supplies and ‘material for the.

~ military gervices is the responsibility to assure that those supplies and




