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those receipts to cover the damage costs that are snvolved in whatever
trouble occurs. Thisis ,essentt,ia,lly»zcorrecb,~ isitnot? e
Mr. GRANGE. Yes. oo L _
 Mr. WypLzr. What law ¢ o D
" Dr. Menrex. The 10C regulation and T presume the 1CC statute; T
don’t know the precise law. This is a standard procedure. ks
‘Mr. GRANGE. 1f I mightadd— e S ey
Mr. WYDLER. The law prohibits you from requiring them to obliter-
ate markings? Is that what youare telling me, Dr. Mehren? Wk
~ Dr. MEHREN. No, it requires that the product, in & partially dam-.
aged case or container involving damage which has occurred in the
‘prooessofbvansponba,tion, can be salvaged by the railroads. .
~ Qur regulations don’t require, for this one exeeption, the obliteration
of the USDA markings, but we do require them to overstamp with
“Railroad salvage,’ 80 theaproduct]is jdentified to the consumer.
~Mr. WypLer. Fine; now you are back to my question: «“Why the
_exception?” . bR i L B e
" Dr. MeszeN. The exception really is because this is a part of stand-
- ard procedure in the transportation claim matters; and I believe it is

altsofyauthorized*under the TCC statute. T am not sure. Do you know?
Mr. Graxee. Iam not positive of that. T know; as you say, that it is.
standard, accepted, ‘longst‘anding'pracatiroe,‘W‘e have had no mi under-

standing or confusion,as far as I know, concerning the matter of rail-

This is usually caused by some rough handling, an accident or some-
~ thing. You have phy'sicay damage to the goods. You see the stamp
“Radlroad. salvage’ on the goods and it is obvious to everyone what 1t
isbeing used for._ T L gl L
Mr. WYDLER. 1 understand exactly what yoﬂ;ha,ve;saidj‘t;h‘ree times
now, that, you don’t require it and that instead of requiring the obliter-
_ ation of the markings you require them to stamp it with “Railroad
 salvage.” That is clear. What I don’t understand 1s why we make that
i 'r.GrRANGE.Irt»seems»—r&-:; I : R
~ Dr. Mezzrex. 1 also answered that three times, but if it pleases you
 Iwilltryitagain. - e T e Sl A
Mr. WypLer. All right, try it again, Dr. ‘Mehren, without telling
me you stamp it “Railroad. salvage.” I know that. Why do we make
the exceptions? el Sl T e
- Dr. MEHREN. My understanding again, Congressman, if the reason
for the exception is that if they be wholesome and no deception be n-
~ yolved in their handling, it is standard procedure, I know—and T be-|
lieve law, the legal authority of the transpont, carrier—to salvage that -
which under standard law can effectively be sold in commerce as a
means of minimizing or mitigating the impact of the transport loss
and the consequent damage claims that impinge upon the transporta-
tion company. e e R el -
~ 'This, to my knowledge, is the reason for this exception.

~ My. WypLer. That is just another reason for introducing the matter
~into commercial channels. It is not & reason for not requiring them to :
obliterate the markings a;snyoufrequife eva‘x}ybody e todo.
* Dr. MEHREN. We require an overstamp O the marking in this case.
~ Mr. RoseNTHAL. Maybe we should leave the record open on this. .




