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use of our distinctive USDA ownetship 1o hel ‘on rejected '
relatively easy to enforce. Other merchandising restrictio
~“We see no reason to think that new 1bg!isl\a;tionf‘Muiﬁng«_f&ise%s’ure; t
on the label of ‘all Government-re rected products, would be construc-
tive or beneficial to consumers. A Whol‘@some,*suimwble product :
ing :negular'00mmeroial-1evelﬁSbag‘rr&ardxs‘f should be sold Wi
stigma oronus of @arryinga“rejeoted” label. ; S S,
. Many comn ercial distributors and retail firms carefully select com-
modities for their own brand identification either by their own spec-
ifications and examination or by use of USDA inspection and ‘grade
standards or by some combination: These firms often reject large
qwantitiesbf products which fail to meet some OF all of their specifica-
tions. Tt would serve o useful purpose for o consumer to know that
a commercial firm had rejected @ product which is ,,‘Iawfully;'béing"
offered for sale by a different firm. My PC int in making this com-
parison is to indicate that we see 1.0 ‘-&i‘f&renoefin this regard between
rejection under special standards by @ commercial firm and rejection
by a Government agency when wholesomeness, safety, and Thonesty

are not at issue in either case.

. ‘Another factor to }keep’m;nﬁndf is that prohibiting the 0 et sial

. REPORTING REJECTIONS TO USDA I’NS“PEQTION"AC'IYITI,ES’j‘;,uﬁ"“:f

" There mre no written regulations “relevant to the ‘reporting by

other Federal agendies to USDA regulatory inspection "&Wt'hovl‘l;’tlves :

concerning the identity of foods which they reject. =
. aOurf'regniha;boryfafrbhoi‘iﬂ;y relating to fitness for human “eonsump-
tion applies on @ 12 datory basis only to meat and poultry products..
The Food and Drug “Administration -exercises. such authority for -
otherfoods. o i B ff e DL
Within the Department, Wwe have a standing and continuous ar-’
rangement whereby our meat and poultry jnspectors are notified of
any TUSDA -rejected meat or poultry product which is considered. to
be unfit for human»eonsumption. In ,m,ranyfinsta,nees,-suohs inspectors
also perform: the acceptance Or. rejection examination in our procure=
ment operafions, 80 that their: notification takes place ‘aubomatically:
We have recently reviewed with the Detense Supply Agency its pro-

.

cedure for reporting rejections of meat and ‘pdnlm*yspmducb& A pro--
cedure has been established which is comparable 0 our own internal
arrangement. In other words, if the DSA rejection oceurs at & meat:
or -poultry plant which is operating under USDA inspection, such
rejection will be routinely reported to our ingpector-in-charge for his-
consideration ‘and:appro-priaﬁbeaobion. 1f the rejection of 2 meat Or
poultry product ocours at destination, the DSA. Regional Headquar-
ters will notify the appropriate USDA field office % such action ap-
pears to be desirable n view of the nature of the standards and the
product deficiency in Tesponse to which DSA rejected the product.
~Mr. ROSENTHAL. Is this procedure in effect asof today ¢ - : %
"Dr. Memzex. I don’t believe it. 18 formally in effect. T do believe
the procedures have been agreed upon and the formal drafting of the
interagency agreement is underway. it e
Mr. RosENTHAL. When would you project it would be in effect?.




