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R - THE GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE TREASURY,.

; T L Gl Washington, D.C., March 6, 1968.
on. JouN L. MoCLELLAN, = , ' ‘ i . :
hairman, Committee on Governme
8. Senate, Washington, D.C. : » S e e e
DEAR Mg, CHAIRMAN : Reference is made to your request for the views of this
partment on 8, 2981, “To brovide temporary authority to expedite procedures
Or consideration and approval of projects drawing upon more than one Federal
Lssi quirements for the operatio

nt Operations,

nce as well as grant programs. .
e the Department has been encouraging the use of letters of credit

Or a wide range of domestic and international grant programs to achieve better
ash management, The proposed legislatio

n, by consolidating funds from several
ppropriations, would reduce the number of .letters of credit for all grant pro-
rams, thereby simplifying funding procedures for the grantee, the agencies, the
reasury, and the Federal Reserve banks. It may achieve further benefits if

how paid by check are brought under the letter-of-credit
ethod by virtue of the pooling arrangements: ' -

Gonsequently, the Treasury supports the objective of the bill.
The Department hag been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is no
bjection to the submission of thig report to your Committee and that enactment ,
f the Proposed legislation would be in accord with the program of the President.
Since'relyyoUrs, ~ » S : '
C -FRED B, SMITH, General Counsel,

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL,
Washington, D.C., March 8, 1968.
. MoCLELLAN, : ,

- DEAR MR CHAIRMAN : Thig Department hag b
a bill “to provide temporary authority to expedite brocedures for consideration
and approval of, projects drawi 1. Upon - more than one Federal assistance pro-
sram, to simplify requirements for the operation of those projects, and for other

een requested to report on S. 2981,

purposes.”’ : , . : : e
The purpose of the bill is to enable States, local governments, and other public
or private organizations to. uge ‘Federal assistance more effectively and effi-
ciently. Subject to regulations to be brescribed by the President the bill would
authorize agency ‘heads to cooperate in the identification of programs, develop-

ment of guidelines, review of pregram requirements, establishment of common
rules, and creation of common

application processing and project supervision
Pprocedures. The bill would, also require Federal agencies-to assure that, in the
‘processingj of applications, reviews and approvals are expeditious, questions of
timing affecting feasibility are considered, the number of Federal representatives
involved is kept to a minimum, decisions on applications are.. communicated
bromptly to-applicants, and applicants are not. required by one agency to obtain
assurance of the Trequirements of another agency where such requirements could
better be determined through direct interagency communication, L ;
- Since the Post, Office ‘Department .does not. administer any Federal -assistance
brograms, the bill would have no effect on the Department, Accordingly; we have
0o recommendations concerning the bill, :

In ‘advising with respect to H.R. 12631, an identical bill, the Bureau of the
Budget has stated that there is no objection to the submission of that report to
the Committee, . ‘

Sincerely yours,

LAWRENCE F. O’BRiey,




