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- The proposed legislation is designed
assistance brograms, jointly. funded b
projects conducted by local governments ;
tiong and agenci 01 this purpose, Federal a .
take various ap priate measures through - internal
agreements. i i IR e

vate organiza-
- authorized to

, ] Wwith the Office of Saline
/ ent of Interior for participation in a large nuclear-
desalting project to be carried out by the Metropolitan Water -District of
Southern California and private and public utility entities in Southern Cali-
fornia. To the full ‘extent of applicable law, we have had occasion usefully to
employ various measures similar to those provided for in S. 2981. .
Accordingly, the Commission is in favor of legislation such as S. 2981 which
could serve to provide additional authority to facilitate useful joint measures
to aid in the administration of jointly funded projects. ‘ '
The Bureau of the Budgef has advised that there is no objection to the .
presentation of this report and that enactment of &, 2981 would ‘be in accord
with the President’s program, / v
‘ Sincerely yours, G

R. E. HOLLINGSWORTH,
General Manager.

o ‘ CéMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES,
) ‘ Washington, D.C., M. ay 4, 1968.
Hon. JouN L. McCLELLAN, S .

Chairman, Committee on Government Operations,
U.Ss. Senate, Washington, D.C. : ‘

DrAR MR. CHAIRMAN : This is in reference to your request of February 19,
1968, for our views on 8. 2981, the proposed “Joint Funding Simplification Act
“of 1968.” A el P . . - G SR
We fully support the general objective of simplifying angd . improving the
administration of related grant-in-aid programi, Today’s’ large number of  in-
dividual grant-in-aid programs, each with its own set of complex spe: Q1
ments, separate authorizations and appropriations, cost s Uloca.
tion formulas, and financial procedures, makes it increasingly : anage
and administer those programs in a comprehensive or efficient manner, -
It is our opinion that there is presently much, in the way of coordinating and
standardizing current Federal grant-in-aid programs, which could be done on
an administrative level without additional legislation. But, if administering
grant programs on a consolidated basis is desirable, we belieyve that the real key
to significantly improved ‘administration liey in -the legislativ consolidation
~of programs into broader categories of as 1ce, and ement of like
: g ot Fhias 2 ¢ 4D

brograms ‘jn g an
. 1igle narrow purp
) years, would p rmit the i
e basis without provision for
1 nd: ; riod. We would } r's
-applicattion to eliminate any problem areas pri ull-scale implementation,
If legislation ig enacted we believe that it should be carefully and gradually
implemented under the required Presidential guidelines ‘with provision for
thorough evaluations of results achieved, and that a specifie provision should be
included in the legislation for limiting its application to geographical areas or -
perhaps to programs, Our concern is that there could exist pressures which
might force too rapid an adoption of untested concepts and brocedures, and make -
difficult the reversal ( , 7 R e
We understand als 5 e , ecommy ) will
be made by the Exec ranch with respe - 1o the con, tion. of exis
categorical grants, A. dete ;
accomplished, with ‘approp ;
of any extension of the leg 1. . 0
~We would indorse legislation limited mn its application ag indicated above.
This would not only serve to more Specifically delineate the advisability of full
implementation of the proposals, but would also provide valuable information
relating to programs which might be more efficiently administered if consolidated




