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c. Duplication of reporting requirements and controls which are established
by State and local governments will be avoided, and Federal agencies should rely
wherever possible on internal or 1ndependent audits performed at the State
or local level as provided in Budget Circular No. A-73, dated August 4, 1965.

d. Except as may be required by law or. special mrcumstances, agency regu-
lations dealing with like matters (e.g., allowable costs, definitions of like terms,
and procedures and information needed for determining eligibility in like cases)
will be consistent both internally and with practices of other agencies.

4. Coverage.—This Circular applies to regulations and revisions thereof which
implement a Federal assistance program that includes among its eligible recipi-
ents State or local governments or quasi-public agencies (eg public housmg
or urban renewal agencies) and directly affect—

a. Interstate relationships;

b. Intergovernmental relationships (e.'f. State-local and interlocal) ;

¢. Types of eligible rec1p1ents,

d. Designations of agencies within State or local government

e. Requirements affecting State or local personnel ;

f. Organizational, planning, or fiscal activities of State and other gov-
ernments; or

g. Roles and functions of heads of State or local governments.
Procedures for informing State and local government associalions of pro-

posed new or revised regulations.—

a. The issuing agency will provide to the ACIR a copy dnd a summary of
the proposed regulation. As a norm, this should be done not less than 45 days
before the intended date of promulgatlon If special legal or other circumstances
do not permit sufficient time for such notice and comment, the agency will
advise the ACIR of the time available and provide at least a summary or ab-
stract in lieu of the full draft text of the regulation.

b. The ACIR will promptly transmit copies of the agency materials to each of
the following State and local government associations: National Governors’ Con-
ference, Council of State Governments, International City Managers’ Association,
Nauonal Association of Countles Natlonal League of Cities, and United States
Conference of Mayors.

¢. Unless -an earlier response is _reqmred, the State and local government
associations desiring to comment will transmit their views within three weeks
after receiving the summary, addressmg comments to the Federal agency con-
cerned through the ACIR.:

d. If requested by either the Federal agency concerned or by a State or local
government association, the ACIR will arrange a meeting between representa-
tives of the agency and the association (along with State or local chief execu-
tives or their representatives, Where des1rable) to consuier m0d1ﬁcat10ns of
the proposed regulation.

CeI The agency will supnly a copy of the regulatlon When publighed, to the
ACIR. .

f. To see ‘that these pxovxsmnws are carried out, each agency should promptly
designate one responsible official, and inform the Bureau of ‘the Budget and
the ACIR asto the name of the oﬁ‘imal , .

6. Additional functions of the ACIR.— : ‘

a, The ACIR is prepared to assist agenmeas in developﬂng new regulations
covered by this Circular and will assist in assuring that regulations dealing
with like matiters are consistent, as provided in paragraph 3(d).

b. By January 31 of each year, the ACIR ‘will make a report to the Director
of the Burédau of the Budget concerning operations under this Circular. Copies
of the report will be furnished to ea¢h agency and 'to the dsﬂocmhonq repre--
senting general units of State and locdal government.

7. General considerations.—This circular deals with only one aspect of the
President’s policy on intergovernmental consultation: 'the developmen!t of reg-
ulations relating to Federal assistance programs. The Circular is not intended
to limit the consultation process to this aspect of the intergovernmental problem.
Well in advance of the stage of promulgating formal regulations, consultation
should be pursued actively with heads of State and local governments; and ito
thig extent the burden of consultation requirements will be spread instead of
conceritrated at the stage of issuing regulations.

It is not intended that-all proposed regulations or revisions will be automati-
cally channeled through the procedure called for in this Circular; no purpose
would be served by creating congestion and delay. Judgment must be exercised
by the agencies and by the State and local governments in applying the Circular ;"



