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Northwest One Urban Renewal area in Washington, D.C. The report
was prefaced by a number of ‘recommendations to the community and |
urged appropriate agencies and persons to make modifications 1n cur-
rent relocation procedures and programs. RS R B
~ Much of the effort expended by the community organization pro- |
oram of the neighborhood center during the 2 years since the report
was: released has been devoted to'the implementation of these recom-
mendations. How well both the community and the urban renewal
~ agency, the Redevelopment Land Agency, have succeeded in making
modifications is summarized in the following statements. Gt e
One recommendation to RLA was to increase effective use of social

_ services to meet family and employment problems.: ey
Interpretation of regulations relating to eligible project costs denies
“local agency permission to provide direct services relating to relocation..
. Unsuccessful attempts have been made by the local agency and
community groups to get District government agencies to provide new

 neighborhood services for Northwest One reésidents. Moreover, there

 has been a gradual curtailment of services provided by the anti-poverty
~ program. Since 1966, the neighborhood employment service, located in
the area, has been shut down. The neighborhood legal service office was
merged with one in another part of town and the housing office which
conducted a code enforcement program has been closed. Of the remain-
ing antipoverty programs, only three provide direct services to resi-
dents—1 day care center, a credit union, and a family counseling unit, -

all of which serve an area-wide population of 30,000. i
_Residents have been demanding new social services during ‘the
entire period of family relocation. They have made appeals, presented
“testimony, appeared at budget hearings, and issued reports to the
Board of Commissioners and the City Council, the Urban Renewal
Operations Committee, the community renewal program, the Board
of Recreation, the Department of Sanitation, the Department - of
Licenses and Inspections, the Board of Education, the Police Depart-
ment, the Department of Public Health, and USES-DC. Additionally, -
an inquiry has been made of the National Capital Housing Authority
to. discover ‘whether the Agency can provide any social services to
residents who hold priority. rifg,}llﬁjs; to0 return to new public housing
‘n Northwest One. The Agency regulations apparently bar such
“advance” social services = ool R ‘
~Another recommendation made by the community was to provide
more assistance in' obtaining documents needed for public housing.
“Illegal tenancy” ! was a problem relating to .documentation which
was discovered in the fall of 1967 when the site was being evacuated
for the construction of the first moderate “income: housing. ‘Several
families who claimed they had lived in the ‘project area for several
years but who were not included among the Agency’s list of surveyed
families and individuals were reported to be denied relocation bene-
fits. They were termed “illegal tenants” because they were presumed
to be living in acquired roperties without authorization. - T
~Additional evidence o ' ineompleteness’of original survey informa- '
tion was revealed in late 1967 as prospective lists of tenants were
being contacted to apply for housing. Almost a dozen families who

1 Congressional review recommended.




