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alternate route be taken, which alternate routes were known as the “porthern *
group” or the ‘“‘middle routes,” however, the area finally selected as the area

that took many fine Negro residences notwithstanding the alternate route

‘which, in the opinion of many, were less expensive and would have preserved

~ some of the finer Negro residences in the city of Montgomery. _
ARy P E g e : ‘ DI GRAY,

T Montgomery; Ala..
SR ' - FEBRUARY 28, 1967.

- ‘M. Brorie S, FLEMING,. SR AT G
President, NAACP, Manning, 8.C. R O

- Dear Biuuie: I have tried to reach: you several times on the  telephone con-
cerning the attached letter which was sent by Chatles F. Luce, acting Secre-
tary of Interior. v o : ‘ S , o
I have discussed with the Department of Interior the suggestion that the:
families can remain on the land until December 31, 1967. I understand that in

. some cases the Department of Interior ‘gives permits for persons to continue-
to occupy land which has been taken by the Government. Some of these permits.
are for a five year period subject to renewal at the end of that period. I would
suggest that you may want to check this possibility if the residents are interested.
in staying for a period longer than one year. I will be glad to continue to work
on this end, but I believe that the interests: of the parties will be protected best:
if they are represented by a lawyer in South Carolina. - , : :

‘Sincerely yours,

CLARENCE MITCHELL,
Director, Washington Bureau..

1 ntuamemiaiisnisiogeees

'U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
~ v Washington, D.C., February 17, 1967.
- Mr. RoY WILKINS, SRR i - :
Exzecutive Director, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
NewYork, N.Y. L (RN B N ST L
DeAR MR. WILKINS @ This is in reply to your telegram of February 10.con~
~ cerning a displacement of Negro families from land acquired for the Santee-

National ‘Wildlife Refuge in ‘Clarendon . County, South Carolina, which is ad-
ministered by the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife of this Department.
This land is being acquired to complete an existing national wildlife refuge
established for the conservation of the migratory waterfowl resource. Our in-
formation is that mine families reside on the property. The Bureau of Sport;
TFisheries and Wildlife has been negotiating for the purchase of this land for
many years. The land was acquired by condemnation with a ‘Declaration of
Taking and notice of this action was.served on the owners and occupants on
February 7, 1967. s L L ,
~Although the title to these lands i now vested in the United States, the Bureau
‘of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife is permitting the owners to farm the land during-
the 1967 erop year and the present occupants to remain on the land until they can
make arrangements to reloeate, but not beyond December 31, 1967. W
The Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife will post the land and man-
_age the wildlife, but this activity should not interfere with farming operations.
Sincerely yours, - T [

'CuARLES F. LUCE,
Secretary of the Interior.

[News release from the Office of the Secretary, for release to P.M.’s Mar. 9, 19'6:7]‘ '
| INTERIOR DEPARTMENT EXNDORSES LEGISLATION TO PROTECT ESTUARIES

" Bnaetment of legislation ‘authorizing the Department ‘of the Interior to-
“preserve, probect, develop, restore, and make accessible estuarine areas of the
Nation which are valuable for sport and commercial fishing, wildlife conserva-.
tion, recreation, and scenic beauty” has been recommended to Congress by the
Department of the Interior. S S I IR ey .

In responding to a Congressional ‘request for the Department’s attitude re-

garding authorizing legislation, Dr. Stanley A. Cain, Assistant Secretary for-




