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stroyed. I submit.to you Ahat, whether this lady. was 84 yeais old or not, that
there was not a great al of value left to.a 3 room house which had a property
line that was next to the front steps and was 23 ft. above ‘the elevation of the

road. I placed, as I remember, a damage of something like $3500 against this

broperty. The negotiatoi"came out, gave her the hard line which I have previ-
ously described, and almost forced her under duress to sign an agreement to
release her broperty. for. $1200, When 1 came by. later she was gitting on her
front steps, isolated from the road by a muddy bank ‘because. the steps down
the bank had not pe built and weeping copious tears about what had happened
- to ber, her home, and her ability to use her home, . = i

_ Gentlemen, if one’s sense of justice isn't completely offended by this kind of
action, I don’t know what their sense of ‘Justice is. We Tecognize the necessity
of the government exercising due prudence in the expenditure of public funds.
We expect that and anything else would be contrary. to the intent and purposes

of any of the laws which we have, ., =~ R
. However, we expectgpmgthihg,else,qﬁ our government and that is that those

‘ *quity to the person who's .Droperty is being taken as el as
brudence on the part of the.Fedexfal,Government. Fiscal prudence does not give
license to those who are exercising this authority to be arrogant, arbitrary,. and
unfair. ' L :

As stated previously, for a number. of years the. National Grange has had
policy of one kind or another on this subject proposed to it and usually: has
accepted it. The latest Dolicy declaration was during our Centennial Convention
at Syracuse, New York, in November «0f 1967. It reads as. follows ; :

“Whereas, we believe that the present government land acquisition policy must

be altered, modified and changed to further. protect the affected landowner as
well as the taxpayer during the full course of negotiations : Therefore, be it

. “Resolved, That the National Grange work— E :
o 2“1 To remove the, secrecy from any government appraisal by requiring

- that they be made a matter of public record ; , -

- 12, To eliminate the;opportunkity of 2 government agency to interpret;
modify, alter or ignore the appraised values as established by the govern.
ment’s appraisers ; and . . , e : :

. 8. To establish a 8 member board of, qualified impartial appraisers (one
~being the choice. of the affected anilqw;lers), to be used in appraijsing. and

- determining the fair estimate of va

o an agreement cannot be reached, after .thorough negotiations; then a.con-
‘dem,*na‘,tionsuit"Wouldkb;e;jkiled.'_’."}f R e RS RGN , G
.. Page 176, 1967, Journal of the Proceedings, Centennial of the National Grange.
.. This legislation, especially that language in paragraph 3 of section 901 would
cover the intent and purposes of the Solutions ich -had b
‘National Grange, This. states ,:f“.before”théfin‘itiati,on(olf. negotiations for property,
the head of the _federalfageiic'y"co‘ncerned shall establish a price ‘which he believes
to be a fair and reasonable consideration therefore and. should ‘make.a prompt
offer to acquire the broperty for the full amount so established.” In paragraph 3
of se;ctionf\at)‘fj,’ﬁthe_?samé,‘requirement is made of state agencies which act in the
name of afederal agency. . : N IR

_The Grange, from thé resolut on which

with every concept of justice and fairness.

.Most cases are settled out of court to the satisfaction of the property owners.
However, in our Judgment, this king of legislation would remove most of the
claims cases from the courts. Of course, in instances.where there is a vigorous
lisagreement between the contending parties, the property owner is still at
iberty to pursue ‘the normal court »-prqcedme‘s,, but my own experience ‘and
'udgment would indicate that this would be a relatively rare occurrence.

Not only would justice be served but the purposes of the bill as stated in sec-
lon 901, paragraph (a ) of title IX would be accomplished. These purposes are

' ! ‘ property by amicable agreement

‘in order to encourage the acquisition of real




