Mr. Steep. Very briefly, Mr. Chairman. I am more interested in
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can all live with will come out of it.

Mr. Evererr. Talking about getting something unsatisfactory, have
you ever gotten anything satisfactory out of them?

Mr. Steep. In other areas and in years gone by I have been able to
work with them where it has turned out quite satisfactorily. 1 hope
perhaps we can do so this time.

Mr. Roeerts. I just believe these guys can work it out if they want
to without our having to get as rough as we might.

Mr. Evererr. Mr. Meadows ¢

Srarr DirecTor. I have no questions.

Mr. Evererr. Thank you, Mr. Steed. You always make a wonderful
contribution and we appreciate your coming by and letting us have

efit of your views.
rep. 1 really believe this is a serious matter. I think you are
ghly commended for trying to get this worked out.

Mr. Evererr. Don’t you think this act was passed 2 or 3 years ago
when they just called it to their attention and don’t you think it is

iohly irregular to assess them with all these back payments?

Mr. Steep. I think in a situation li his that 1ns of following
the hairsplitting letter of the law it is much wiser to use plain com-
monsense. I think we are more interested in what happens from here
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them under medicare and minimum wage, people keeping medicare
patients will jump on Members of Congress and we will be right on
your backs. What are you going to do about that? Don’t you think
you should make some kind of decision?’ ' R By

Mr. RoeerrsoN. We will make a decision on'the médicate problem
as soon as we can. I would rather not prejudge the decision.

Mr. Ewvererr.: 1 -don’t want you to, The Medicare A'ct has been in
effect for some time now. These people out here are barely making
ends meet with these nursing homes. I certainly think we owe it to

them tq Jet them know where thev are.
r. EVERETT. %{{}ould ou be available to work with our staff here

later on, and with Mr. Stratton of VA, Mr. Walker and Mr. Pickens
of the Nursing: Home Association, to see whether 'we can resolve this
while these gentlemen are in town? Could you meet with them in-the
morning at 10 o’clock?. -, - i pa




