12

1 percent of the a propriation for any fiscal year beginning with 1970
- Mmay be used by t%e ’Sgc'reiba,ly for the evaluation. R S
~ The bill makes clear that regional medical grants can be awarded
to a combination of regional medica) program agencies for carrying
- on a regional medica] rogram. L e L
Iso, a new authority is added which would permit _the awarding
of grants to any public or - rivate nonprofit agency or institution for
services which will be of substantial value and use to any two or more
Tregional medical %)rograms.- Such services ml%lht include producing
education materia, 8, developing evaluation tec niques, creating uni-
- form da,ta,-gathering‘ Systems, and other types of activities which

cannot always be developed most efficiently ‘on the basis of the needs

The act is also amended to authorize the use of regional medical

rogram grant funds to Permit the full participation of Federal -
Eospitals in regional medical programs as the important community
resources which they in fact are, ' = , , B

Another amendment clarifies that practicing dentist as well as
a physician may refer Patient to a Tacility ‘carrying out research,
training, or demonstration activities which are Supported by regional
medical program funds. Dentists can play an important role in such
areas as the early identification of oral cancer, and the amendment
corrects an unforeseen limitation in the original act which does not
- permit such referrals L , L

“An Increase in *?the~Advisozy‘_Oouncil,~ members'hip, from 12 mem-

bers to 16, is provided in the bil an expansion made necessary b

The bill also extends the provisions of the Programs to Guam, ,
American Samoa, and the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. The
Hawaii regional medica] pProgram has indicated that it would be inter-
~ested in including these areas in its brogram. ' S

‘These provisions will strengthen regional medical programs and

will provide the flexibility that will aid in making the most efficient
‘use of all the health elements of the community in the program.
. The committee has received copies of the Surgeon General’s report

- on regional medica] brograms, which describes in detail the initia]

progress. I would like to submit for the record material which adds-
to that report and which will bring you up to date on the accomplish-

ments of the regional medical programs, ‘

. MayI submit that for the record, Mr. Chairman ?

Mr. Rocers. Without objection, it will be received.
(The document referred to follows :) ~ |




