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The computer expertise and facilities of the University of Missouri:and tpe
previous work of the Public Health Services’ National .Center for Chronic. Dis-

ease. Control, are being used by local physicians to. test the effect of the avail-
ability of computer-assisted and semiautomated Ainterpretation of electrocardio-
grams on the eare of patients. ‘ o i

«The Intermountain Region has an outstanding mliil}'tidi:vséipliiiéryf}re'siéfa‘i"(,‘hz

- group investigating computer application, to clinical problems. Automated. phy-

—

Slological monitoring has been extended, from the Latter-day Saints Hospital in-
Salt Lake City to four other hospitals in the Region, through the use. of Temote.
computer: consoles, allowing a more sophisticated level of treafﬁmep?t .in these’
hospitals, . In this case, as in many. others, the developmental WOrk was sup- ..
ported by the National Heart Institute, which now. is. Jointly funding with Re-

gional Medical Programs the application” of the technelogic. adyances. T
~The: latest and best in medical science exists also in institutions other than"
universities and research institutes. Wisconsin has a death rate from pulmonary

embolism higher than the nation’s average, and in Wisconsin, the Marshfield:
Clinic has a group especially knowledgeable about thromboembolic¢ disease. The
Wisconsin ‘Regional Medical Program 1is supporting a unit at the Marshfield
Clinic for the demonstration of the best techniques for diagnosis and non-surgical
management of patients with pulmonary embolism, The Marchfield Clinic has
established referral routes from five hospitals in the Region for emergency care
of patients suspected of having pulmonary embolism. The effect of this unit hag
already been made apparent by the increased demand from physicians through-.

out the Region for educational Services there. The unit already ‘has treated

mmore than 30 patients, with results better than the national average—a distinct
improvement in patient care. L S e
- Research institutions are anxious that medical practice benefit from research

efforts. For several years, the Memorial Sloan-Kettering OCancer Center, has ex-

tened its consultation and teaching programs out to the ‘practicing community

in six hospitals. Now, through the New York Metropolitan Regional Medical
Program it is able to expand its coverage to surrounding areas; and is:planning’
to include 28 additional hospitals so that the knowledge and talent of the Memo-
rial Sloan-Ketering Cancer Center can be made available to practitioners through-
out the area. PIRPTI R
In - many: similar projects, Regional Medical Programs. serves ag a. vehicle. for.
transmission of the latest scientific advances to the bedside. . .. . o
3. Bducation and Training ST e - E
Bducation and Training have been traditional methods of improving quality
in all fields, The emphasis in Regional Medical Programs has been to support
education and training, not as separate isolated activities' but rather in terms
of recognized needs for the improvement of patient care services and as an.in-
tegral part of other activities. . =~ o ' .
.An example of the development of this type of training and educational pro-

gram arose in the Rochester Region, where 29 ] ospitals were faced with. the
problem of establishing. coronary care ‘units. Through their Regional Medical
Program, they have been able to focus Ainstead on the problems of giving the
best diagnosis and treatment to all patients ‘With myoecardial infarction in the
Region. A recently awarded operational grant will support training and con-

the development of evaluation techniques, and the establishment of a coagulation
resource in a community hospital, ~ ° ¢ [P TAPCRT S PRI AT S S

.. The California Region plans to anticipate the needs for education and training
infa'new_'c*om-munity«hiojspii\talqu be completed within the next three years in the
Watts area of Los Angeles. A Post-Graduate faculty will be recruited now ‘and
Sponsored jointly by the Charles Drew Medical Society, the University of Cali-
fornia in:Los. Angeles, ‘and the: University . of Southern Lalifornia. Once built; the

tinuing educational programs for physicians and nurses to staff the units,

. hospital itself will support the faculty, but Regjonal Medical Program funds are

being sought for interim assistance, e S R SR -
",,;Numeromsfprogr'ams are seeking to provide ‘ekpert’ ebh@ultz%tidﬁ‘on‘r'eqfae-s:t,

These include making: ‘eonzgulitatilon“availabl:e-by“l.’telephoneholr ‘two-way radio on
a 24-hour basis, a dial access telephone-audio tape system in, ‘Wisconsin, and a
medical jukebox in Albany which will show a variety of single concept films on
demand. e J | SRR et AR A0S o1




