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thus p_royiding for'.the grouping of rural community hospitals for: movre efficient
use of existing resources. : L st ‘

‘ WASHINGT‘(‘);\I-'ALASKA,I;EGIOZNAAL MEDICAL PROGEAM

“The Washington-Alaska Regional Medical Program. operational projects con-
cern themselves largely with continuing education and training activities to en-
hance the medical and paramedical capability. They focus on communications
techniques and instruction materials and methodologies which are adaptable to
the far flung and remote communities in ‘the vast State of Alaska and the many
scattered rural communities in Washington State.: Several projects.are being con-
ducted 'to improve the health manpower resources in communities with limited or
ngspecialty health_s‘ervices', which are distant from a major medical center.

ol R A 'Opera‘t’i_dn‘al.?fojecté]_ E U IR
1. Central W gishington——-*()_ommuhicaﬁow',Systemf for Continiring - Educotion: for
v Physicians: Direct Cost, $18,181 - by Lo thgeelt
. Mo bring the medical resources of the Universityibf'Washingtéon ‘to physicians

and community hospitals in Yakima, who in turn will dct as cotisultants to sur
Iwepund.ingysmaller communities through seminars and conferences, educational TV,
ther audio-visual jnstruction; and exchange of teachers -and practitioners. To
connect internists in Central Washington to Yakima cardiologists via EKG tele-
phone hot-line, to permit quick analysis (starting ‘with'5 ‘community. hospitals).

A

Yakima is a community of about 45,000. The kto?'t'altpbpulatioﬁ in 6 Central Wash-
ington counties exceeds 300,000. In addition to three general ‘hospitals in Yak-
ima—=St. Elizabeth, Yakima Valley Memotrial, and New 'V a.‘lley‘()s'teo'pathic—'—iﬁiné
other community hospitals to be reached initially are located in small raral com-
munities of Ellensburg, Moses. Lake, Othello, Toppenish, Prosser:and’ Sunnyside,
(p(:)pul,a,tion ranges from 500 in Moses: City to some 8,600.in Ellensburg.) ~

2. Southeast AlaskaA—Pnstgrdduate"Educati‘ﬁn: Direct Cost, $21,062° o
'I‘oV.imp‘rov;ex,comm-uniea'ti-ojn'between"Seattle Medical Community and the ‘uni-
versity to alleviate problems of the isolated physicians in Southeast Alaska cities
and communities : Juneau, Sitka, Ketehikan, (3 largest). As in Central Washing- ’
ton several methods will be:used such as telelectures, consultant services; semi=
nars and the EKG hot line to hospitals in Juneau, Sitka and Ketchikan. The:popu*
lation in these 3 cities totals about 17,000. - o 0t B TS P
3. P;%gg‘(;guate; -Preceptorship ' for Ph'ys‘ici,awts-;()’b%r‘imwy Oare: “Direct Cost,

A pilot project to provide opportunity for pfacﬁtionérszfromarr'e‘mow» and ise-
lated communities to spend a week or more under a preceptor at major medical
centers to study. advances in care: of coronary heart.disease and carry -out these.
practices in. their communities. The 4 major medical centers.in Seattle are Provi-
dence Hospital, ﬁSwedishAHOSpital,» Virginia: Mason Hospital and Medical Center,
and University Hospital and Medical Center and two in Spokane are Deaconess
Hospital and Sacred Heart Hospital. :

}. Cardiac Pulmonary Techwician Training: Direct Cost, $l;1,554 : .
Develop a formal program. for training cardio-pulmonary technicians to per-
form non-critical function in coronary care units and free physicians for other

duties. Four larger general hospitals in ’Spokanee—‘D'eaconess; ‘Holy Family,
Sacred Heart, and St. Luké"s——will,pafticipate in ‘this ‘training pr'qgram,)with
~ Spokane Community College. SN T R
5. Two-way Radio Conference and Slide Pa;eééntcition; Direct Cost, $8,/445
ix pilot programs on heart, cancer and stroke topics to be transmitted via
two-way radio-telephone ‘slide conferences, to. physicians ‘and hospital staffs on
- topics selected by ‘panel of physicians, starting with 20 hospitals.in W.ashington,
To explore potential for_continuing network series with local and. remote regions.
6. Alaska Medical Library Facilities: Direct Cost, 321,754 : SRR
To develop a community medical library for Alaska at the PHS Alaska Native
Medical Center, ‘Anchorage for Alaska ‘physicians and health related staffs-and
agencies; to have close ties with community agencies, Arctic»Health Research,
University at Fairbanks and. to supplemem;_icontinuing education project for

Sou'theastAlaska and the Anchorage cancer project.




