As an essenitlal eomponent of thls broad effort, the authomty for the Reglonalr
~‘,Medaea1 Programs:should be extended and lsupport should be prov1ded for then’ |
~continued development. L

‘Thank you very much for thlS opportumty to- appear before you today
[ATTACHMENT A]

STATEMDNT OF LESTER BRESLOW M. D oN THE CALIFORNIA GOMMITTEE N
i v REGIONAL MEDICAL PROGRAMS, MAROH 27 1968

* The Cahforma Regronal Medleal Program has been funded for onlf 15‘ nont s

;i] and although it would be premature to claim that lives had been saved, never-

o _stitute the legal advisory committee for the region and are known formally. as

o operational proposals generated by local community mter
' eight planning areas, and by the California Heart Assoc1at10n These first

S _tion that such units, properly equrpped‘and with highl d doctors an

3 and detailed planmng to meet heart disease, ca

- theless, it can be said with confidence that the stage has been set for the pro-v-
- Uyision’ of greatly 1mproved health care. serv1ees for h art disease, _cancer, stroke,

; and the disorders related to them. :
‘Just this week a study was launehed by the Qahforma Health Data Corpora- L
tion to gather information on the origin of every patient admitted during the
entire week to every hospital in California. The study, never before undertaken = -

on so large a secale, will show where each patient came from what his diagnosis
was when he wags dlscharged from the hospital, and other information, ‘While
‘these may seem little more than a set of dry’ statlstws, the results should reveal -
Cwith _great accuracy the kinds of medical services needed for- Qahformans and. -
, others cared for in the State Other data g‘athermg,»studleu, Whlch are expected
-~ to'lead very shortly to operatlonal programs Wl’ 1 escribe b
. From the very beginning, ifornia Regronal Me cal P'

; gram embraced all the major medxcal and health mterests in the State. The Cali-
- fornia Medical Assocratlof spokesman for the State’s 23,000 praotlelng physi-
“eians; the Oallfornla Hospital Association, representmg v1rtually allof {
short- term acute general hospltals in the region; the California State
ment ‘'of Public Health'; the California Heart Assomations the Calif )
vision of ‘the Amenean ‘Cang er Society; the deans of all of ‘the. e1gh=t“medloa
schools in’ Cahforma and the deans of the two ‘major sc ools of public healt
“were joined by eight pubhe representatives of the consumer. 'Together they con

~the lifornia Committee on Regronal Medical Programs, The Committee has
>t many times, has gained strength, grown gratifyingly more confident of It-
self as an entity and has increasingly been able to resolve differences amicably.
‘As for operational programs, ‘we are looking forward to a two-day site vms1t«, e
in California on Apr11 1and 2 by'a review committee f the National Ady '
Council for Regional Medical Programs They will éxamine the merlts

£
st in five of the States -

op-
erational proposals are heavily weighted toWard contmumg educatlon and m- e
clude some promising innovative experiments . o

© The greatest single topic of interest among thes early Operatlonal provposals‘_f,, Lt
. ‘concerns: coronary care units, reflecting a growing cons § s'throughout the: Na-‘f‘_ e

to-run them, can bring about a dramatlc reduchon in deaths due to my
infractions and other cardiac¢ emergenmes Four of the 14 proposals deal h th
_training of physicians and nurses and th ‘qulppmg of coronary care units. On
~proposal would offer nurse training in several communities th oughout Nor
- western California, stretching from th the Bay Area to the Oreg‘ n border along the
. Pacific Coast; and would include intensive tramlng foraph’ 'sicians at the San
~ Francisco General Hospital, under the tutelage of University of Califorma cardi- LR
~ologists. Similar proposals would be offered through several hospitals in the
- highly concentrated Los Angeles basin and include the beefing up of the 1ntens1vo o
: coronary care unit at the Los Angeles County General Hospital. e
‘A joint proposal by the Unlversrty of Southern California an  the Umversrty of
: Cahforma at Los Angeles would join with the Charles R. Dre Medical Society. -
and others to establish a postgraduate medical school in the Watts-Will Wbl‘()‘ ko
ghetto area of Los Angeles Internship and residency programs would be
along with ingervice and postgraduate trammg for doctors, nurses'an
‘health professionals, close relatlonshlps with th (

At Roseville, a community of 20,000 citizens 18 mil nor*theast of Saoramen' y
. the Un1vers1ty of Cahforma DaWs Medlcal School has encouraged loeal phys
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