- alcol le for public d
-~ limit facilities now available f
~employees and others with less complicated ¢
 be overwhelmed with caseloads found by the co
- The Eproyisio‘ns‘fof title T11, of H.R.
o Dble, immediately, the imple: of ded alcoholi R
. treatment program within the Tt ) tal Health Cen- |
" ter and other community mental health centers throughout Oklahoma.
Without new facilities we face the same grave situation as was the case
“here in the Nation’s Capital following the &7 aster decision.
~ Comprehensive programs of alcoholism care and control m
 come a part of the pivotal, basic institutions of our soci
‘provisions of title 111, part A, of TLR. 15758 will provide :
| eded comprehensive programs. 1t s
: spectrum of :

 structive beginning to such ne )
. provide a stimulus to legislators and to a broad
_ professional disciplines. And, as more and more of these key pe ‘
~ Dbecome interested and involved, more g rofessionals will seek the train- -
 ing provided by title 111, part A, of I-?R e e e
 That industry is vitally concerned throughout Oklahoma, not only in
- their own obvious stake in the problem of alcoholism but in the broader
social and cultural implications, is evidenced by the fact that Taman
ex officio member of the Tulsa County Bar Association, serving as
technical adviser to its grievance committee, and T also serve as tech-
nical adviser to the Tulsa Division of the State Department of Cor-
rections. These extra activities resulted from my industrial ‘contacts.
Tama full-blooded American Tndian and have a great interest in
‘the problems of the Indians in this country, and I know that alcoholism "
is one of the most serious of those problems. T also know that, e
- municipalities with a significant Indian ‘population, the India
tinues to be jailed for public. drunkenness on the slightest provoca-
~ tion. Yet the major proportion of these Indians are suffering from the
- illness of alcoholism. They should be treated as sick people and notas

criminals. ~ ; : S e e
T am therefore doubly pleased with the provisions of the alcoholism
bill, title I1I, part A, H.B. 15758, Tt will serve a longstanding. need
~ from the business community standpoint, it will provide congressional
~ intent that all alcoholics should be treated ‘medically and not as :
criminals, and it will provide Federal resources to help. accomplish a
 more humane and effective method of dealing with this tremendous =
problem in all communities. = = RO S
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. v - o TR e
Mr. Rocers. Thank you very much. We appreciate the testimony
you have given. - T TR MRS
.~ Mr. Nelsen? LT
- Mr. Nrusen. I have no questions. I
 man forhis appearance. T wondered, are
~ man Reifel from South Dakota?
Mr. LooKOUT. No, I am not. [ ,
‘Mr. Nersex. He is a Sioux Indian, and he speaks the Sjoux language.
He is a competent Member of Congress, and he is very concerned about

wish to compliment the gentle-
you acquainted with Congress-




