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- STATE oF ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT.OF MENTAT, Hearrm, . -
: ' Springfield, 1., April 1, 1968.
Hon. PavL G. RoGERs, S T SRR
Commitiee on I nlerstate and Foreign Commerce, T
U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, D.C..

DBAR CONGRESSMAN ROGERS : First may we extend our - appreciation for the

anc to you in any way, it will only be necessary for you to so advise.

WiILLiAM N, BECKER, Jr.,
, : Assistant Chief, Division of Alcoholism.
-+ Enclosure. [ , ~ L
‘ ‘ PROJECT o : :

-Bection on alcoliolic programs, Department of Mental Health, detoxification
; program : ; Lo = : ’

, PROPOSAL

: i During the past five years it has become increasingly apparent to the Section
on. Alcohol: Programs of a heed for a program of mass management of the

of the United States will issue a decision regarding compulsory care of the
- “inebriate; the -acutely intoxicatel, and the .¢hronié- aleoholi¢ ;. (b) that the
“American Bar Association -and. the American Medical Association are jointly
:Sponsoring medel legislation to: assure the appropriate “medical management of
the alcoholic; (c¢) that the President of;;theUnitedetates:rec()mxne;nded the -
“Alcoholic - and Narcotic Addiet Rehabilitation Amendments of 1968” (HR
'15281) (Appendix V) to the 90th-Congress, -~ . i R PR
With full knowledge of the above, the Section on Aleohol Programs strongly

addition- to preparing for the effect of the inevit_a.ble”>‘,,legis‘l:ative Aaction, this
-broposal will have a marked effect on the management of our present problem
_with acute and chronie alcoholics. SR ' SOl e

- “During the last nine months of-the last fiscal year, 1,830 persons were assigned
to the Department of Mental Health facilities through the hospital referral
Service for chronic alcoholics: (Appendix I) Tt ds estimated that, as of 1967,

_there are in excess of 500,0;(;5(2,‘31@0})011(33 in Illinois with the majority of them
“residing in Cook County. Utilizing 1967 statistics provided for us on February
13, 1968, by the Department of Me‘ntalHealth‘-'DatagProc_e‘ssi‘ng Division, there:
were 7,059 admissions ‘to ‘the Deépartment of Mental Health for alcoholism,
representing 30.8% of the total admissions to thirteen state hospitals and four =
“Zone centers. (Appendixes IT and IV) v A

‘Our experience with this increasing number of“‘alcohOIiC‘ f\pa’bient&;‘,ﬁﬁarf'ti0111arly i

in the metropolitan Chicago area; indicate the following: (1) that the. ma-
- Jority require medical management ; (2) a large number of these patients do not
want, will not, or cannot accept or benefit from treatment or rehabilitation in
the  alcoholism brograms provided in our state hospitals: (3) a substanital
number of this group could benefit more by being treated for ‘the acute phase of
intoxication and then referred to a variety of ancillary programs for appropriate
care; (4) a reasonable number require no emergency medical or psychiatrie
care ‘but .do ‘require direction for the above mentioned -ancillary programs ;




