ety assurpice that the application has been “approved and recom-
~ mended” by either: . 048 been “approved G

(1) The single State agency designated by the State as being the dgency

~ primarily responsible for care and treatment of alcoholics in the Stateor = .

0o (2) The agency designated pursuant to section 204 (a) (1) (of Public Law

88-164, which is the Community Mental Health Centers Construction Act of .

1964) . i £ e
It is the concern of the directors of mental health programs in the -
States that some

confusion in the administration of the proposed |

aleoholism treatment brogram might result from thﬁe‘_flanguagg o |

‘bage 6 of the bill unless it ig either modified or clarified. '

The directors of State mental health programs have sole mspons1~ =

bility for administration of the alcoholism. treatment Dprograms in e

-only 27 States, In four other States they have partial respo
And in an additional four Staibesvmentaljhealtll 18 in an agency wher
another branch of the agency has responsibility for the treatment. of
alcoholics. ; B L B

In 16 States the mental health ‘a{g’enCy 0
Istrative connection at all with the State alcoholism program

f the State has no admin. |

I might add that despite all the foregoing about “administrative

responsibility,” alcoholics are treated in virtually every State mental

“hospital in this country and in some cases represent as much as 40
percent ofthe;a,,dmissioTnsj:o »theseSt;aJ’.tahgsﬁpitals;.‘ e ;
- If the language of the bill starting at line 6 is interpreted by a State
a8 requiring it to designate the agency presently “responsible for care

and treatment of alcoholics,” then it 18 possible that in 16 States the

~ State menta] health agency will ot be involved in approying and =
recommending the Proposed facilities. =~ . = = '

ferent, * * %) 1s applied, then the agency designated under 204(a) (1)

of Public Law 88-164 must approve or recommend the facility, -

1 .:‘the‘langgageiStarting on line 10 (%in éaéé this @g;ency is dif-

The 204(a) (1) agency is the “community mental health center :

‘construction authority,” = | F Gl TUE e &

~ In 20 States the 204 (a) (1) designated agency is not the State agency
~ that is responsible for the mental health program, I have a list of these
- States here, which T will not, read atthis poing, =~ Gty
- However, in 11 (out of the above 20) States the “alcoholism treat-
ment program” is in the mental health agency. And out of the remain-
Ing nine States only four of the 204 (a) (1) designees have any respon-
sibility for an alcoholism program, o i T
. The defect in the s ]
- Page 6 could be parti 1y corrected by adding language to the effect that
the “mental health authority” of the State will be consulted for con-
struction and stafling of aleoholism facilities, T G
It is a matter of grave concern to me that there be a, significant role

o provided the State mental health director, This is a matter of concern

ubstance of the “deSignatedia-gency"’;P:a-l,'agfétl\‘)}hvoh S

" to the other State mental program directors, too, Thope it will be pos-

k ~sible that the language of the bill can be modified to include this con-

5 cept and that the legislative history of this p.zfocéediing;cawllfajtt;entiénﬁto ¥
' he concern of other State program directors for pre-

servation of their roles in developing effective, broadly‘base,c},pmgmms; ol

for alcoholics and d‘rug addicts,




