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‘that' good halfway houses must be supplemented on an annual basis,
‘way houses which have become financially self-supporting
the cost of staff, and they degenerate too often into boar
- rather than adequate halfway houses where people learn h

ow to live,

do so invariably ot
ding house situations

- The present dilemma in which we find ourselves is that-all .of. the elements e

of sound halfway house program development are present but are not coordi-
nated ot blended in a harmonious way. The private halfway house is having

. its effectiveness curtailed by the demands which: are made on the staff: and

the board of directors in fund-raising -activities. Its effective - resources “are

being devoured in the struggle with survival, curtailing its essential functions

. of “bridge building” in the lives of the afflicted. Program budgets are b’ein‘?gr

- starved in the face of economic necessity, -

In an attempt to go beyond the mere definition of 'fhe _prbblém,: l,et me amtempt 1

- o create-a model program which could blend the many ‘constructive elements in
- a harmonious and creative way. It will of necessity be a joint venture between

the voluntary agency and public ‘responsibility in funding. The private volun- -

tary halfway house has the tools to do the job if it.can be given financial security
and the means to provide sound programming. The basis of this Joint venture

is the familiar phrase that has become a byword to the people working in ‘the

- field of alcoholism, but ‘nevertheless profound in its ‘ramifications, “Alcoholism

. to program. =

is a public health problem and hence a public responsibility.” The establishment
, of this public responsibility ‘has been developed on a yvoluntary basis as well as
- through the coercive activity of the court as in the Driver and Easter cases, and
~hence it is a real factor today. . R R G
- .olt is necessary to affirm -again the valid contribution that the ‘halfway house:
~makes in the care and treatment of the alcoholic. It is a legitimate and neces-
sary element in the continuum of care-if alcoholics are in fact to be success-
fully rehabilitated. The detoxication units in Des Moines ‘and St. Louis, as
- well as inpatient facilities across the country, have clearly seen the need of after
.care facilities if the money the public spends on detoxication and treatment is to
-be .a sound: investment, ‘Detoxication and returning the alcoholic back on the
‘street can be & new revolving door somewhat more humane but nevertheless
jnst as revolving. The halfway house provides the vehicle which can make the
- detoxication center a worthwhile investment,; - . o '

- The voluntary private halfway house makes ity contribution to the whole field:
of alcohol treatment in ity ability - to mobilize the needed ‘multi-disciplinary
‘community of interest necessary to develop a sound recovery program. It is able

- to involve people within the whole ‘bprocess which can give content an ibstance

- __The partnership which emerges is the volunteer progra ;
_publie funds. The private volunteer halfway house has its financial crises in the
area between income received from the reside

This is the area ment ied before in ter (

- Thig s the snga. wh leally the private halfway houses have struggled

~ to scratch up dollars and pennies to keep the programs alive; But if the halfway

- house is really going to be integrated within the total health program, it is

going to have to be underwritten by public policy and public money .

I support this bill for I helieve that it develops

ms of the need of supplementation.

- grate the halfway house into the total ¢om ,pé;lrty
- . committee to amend the bill. to cover: existing ‘half
- meet the appropriate standards and which are ints
unity plan. If existing programs are no include
n the develoy -of new programs rather th

public policy which will int

7 of treatment. I wurge the

ouse programs: which
~th

uses mu

¥ finaneial plan for halfway ho

the programs are to carry out their intended purpose. SOl S
- The halfway house makes each dollar spent on treatment of the addicted
- significantly ‘more productive, . o S o e T

Mr. Roczrs, Thank you very - uch Dootor, :‘

~ Dr. Carter?
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supplemented by |

nee and the cost of the program

. must come from some source, either public.or ivate, if .




