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Nursing education and training, unlike medicine ang dentistry, follows three
paths: (1) the diploma brogram which ig 3 years in length and is provided by
uhospitals; (2) the. associate degree program (requiring two years), which ig
based in junior and community colleges with the clinica] experience being
brovided in hospitals affiliated with: the community or junijop college; and (3)
the baccalaureate program in colleges and universities, which ig usually 4 yearg
in length—the clinieal instruction being given in hospitals, owned or affiliateq
with ‘the college “or university., All three brograms prepare students to become

In addition to the brograms describeq above, there are graduate programs in.
nursing. These are of the utmost Importance in breparing the teachers, the
adminis;tratons, and the clinica] Specialistg who are so essential to any expansion
of enrollment in nursing programs and to high quality batient care which is -
fundamenta] to nursing education, " :

These graduate programg have a limiteq capacity and limiteq resources; They
must be strengthened ang expanded before enrollments of nursing students in-
crease so that teachers may be available to fi1] the many vacancieg In existing
schools and to staff the faculties required for maintenance anq expansion of exigt.

and of the educational inS‘titutions'faced Withfenlarging ‘their present programs
and adding new oneg, Institutions, communities, States and regional groups are
looking to the Federal government to Support-and ghare in their effortg 1o assess
heeds and to pool resources, Co : B ~ ~ o

, The following discussion of the resources required to increage the number of
~ graduatey’ in nursing by 309% and 50% is based on the assumption that non.

Federal support for aursing education wil] increase at rates proportional to Fed. i

can be acquired by the institutions in suﬂ‘icient»amounts" to provide the very
large sums that will be hecessary for increases of this magnitude. IR
Construction of additional teaching spaces A 5 £ ‘
A 30% increase over the 1966-67 graduateg (38,000) from schools of nursing -
would require 11,500 more graduates or g total of 49,500 per year. If this number
were achieved by Ry 1977, the cost of construeting the necessary additional

teaching space would require an estimated $500 million (1968 dollars) Federa] .




