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~ Dr.Rune. Itisa very difficult question toanswer——
Mr. Rocers. Yes; 1 realize it is speculation. ; , i
Dr. Rune (continuing). Because the question of need is what de-
termines the definition of “shortage” and it 1s awfully difficult to
anticipate what public expectation or demand will be. I think it has
grown far out of proportion to what we had anticipated in past years.
Mr. Rocers. The demand has. S ol WRLEE
Dr. Rune. That is right.
Mr. RocErs. Yes. R LA . ‘ i
" Dr. Rune. And, the estimate of 50,000 physicians short today 1s
really not our estimate it is a commonly used figure. One of the things
which disturbs us is that it has been very difficult to identify an exact
goal, in terms of numbers of physicians, that we are seeking. It is a
Fact that the proportion of physicians to population has actually been
improving. 1t has been getting better and, if our projections are ac-
curate, it will continue to increase. We currently have a ratio of total
‘physicians to population of somewhere around 152 to 100,000, and
- 1f our estimates on this are accurate, we will be up to somewhere be-
 tween 160 and 165 per 100,000 by the year 1975. But whether this will
‘meet the demands for physicians’ services is something quite different.
A1l that we can say, really, is that we are adding to the numbers of
physicians, but all the people who study this field and attempt to pre-
dict what the population will want estimate that, in spite of the rising
ratio of physicians to population, we will not meet the demand. So
* there seems to be a general agreement—and we would concur in this—
~ that in spite of all our efforts to produce more physicians, we are not
likely to meet the full demand for physicians’ services in the immedi-
ately foreseeable future. ; . s o
“"Mr. Rocrrs. Well, now, 1 wonder if the AMA in its study has a
solution proposed to meet the demand. Have you suggestions of how
the demand can be met now ‘or what action should be taken ,
- Dr. Sopeman. Mr. Rogers, we are concerned about this. To su ple-
ment some of what Dr. Ruhe has said, the President’s Manpower 8
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mission report points out that during the period from 1955 to 1965 the
population inereased about 17 percent, the number of physicians in-
oreased about 22 percent, but the services of physicians increased 18
percent. If this relationship continues, 1t means that the demands on
~ physicians are going to be greater despite the fact that our physician
~ population is going up. For this reason, the utilization of physicians
and the utilization of physicians’ time are important and how the arm

of physicians can be extended in their use and how the services can
be rendered is an important part of this total problem. The American
Medical Association, as well as everybody else, is greatly concerned
about the methods whereby this can be accomplished efficiently, effec-
tively, and for the benefit of the public. , e ;
Mr. Rogers. Yes. 1 understand. What I was thinking about, have
you suggested that so many now medical schools be built to be able to
turn out so many physicians or have you adopted such a program as
~ that, a specific program to meet the actual shortage? 1 wondered if you
had done that. - ' P S , e
 Dr. Sopeman. If you mean have the universities been solicited to
establish medical schools— T ‘ :
M. Rosurs. No. That is not what I mean.




