nursing requires eoncentmted study " at the graduate level in the
selected area.Once pre‘pared-, this nurse uses her speeialist"s competence
in providing direct care 1O patients needing expert pursing. She
collaborates with the physician in planning and !providing* patient

care, and works with, and teaches other nursing personnel during

of nursing and in programs chontinuous oducation. She conducts an
articipates in clinical research;f_Highly qualiﬁed»expert nurses to
ractice 1. speeialized areas of pursing are essential to improvement
inthequalityofcare., R S '

To pursue @ doctoral program in nursing requires & 1arge expendi-
ture of MonEY for tuition, books, and supplies, and maintenance over
at least 2 3-year period. Nurses ‘engaged in doctoral work have been
previously empl_oyed, henee have loss of income during the 3 years 0

e recommendation of the Pro gram Review Committee
of the Nurse Training Act that ad @ni‘stmtive p:’olicyfregarding dura-
tion of eupporb under the t;'aisnéaes;h‘rpptogram be changed to permit

irements. , »
We would also like to call your attention tO the fact that over 8,000
: egistere'd NUTSes, graduates of associate de‘greeand diploma programs,
are studying for 2 baccalaureate degree. 10 1966, 4,009 were enrolle

of the Prografy Review Committee that traineeships for
graduates of diploma and associate degree programs be provi ed
for up to 2years of ‘full—timestudy toward a baccalaureate degree. This
would help registered‘ purses secure more rapidly the level of education
their positions call for today and enhance the quality of patient care.

1 cannot cite figures gqeross the country, but agall, in-our own graduate
rogram roughly half of the full-time. students have come from
diploma and associate degree progmms, and the other half have come

from baccalaureate pregmms; This means, then, that for those who

degree. The primary problem is that they have had to go to school part

time, and this 1s long, slow way of doing it and we would get them

through the [naster’s progran much fester if we could speed them in.

p  STUDENTS LOANS ~ S _
. We support the extension of the student loan program. HR. 15757
wou}dincrease‘theé maximum. amount & student may borrow to $1.,500
in any academic year. Because the cost of nursing education in genior
colleges and aniversities is, for the most part, higher than in junior




