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colleges and hospital schools, we Tecommend that students who are
candidates for baccalaureate or higher degrees be permitted to borrow
up to $2,500 in any academic year, ST e '

_ H.R. 15757 continues the foregiveness provision in the present Nurse
Training Act and adds g total forgiveness provision at the rate of
15 percent per year for the nurse who is employed in a public hospital
1in an area with substantial population and g substantial shortage of
nurses in such hospitals. Public hospitals In large municipalities have
experienced great difficulty in filling budgeted positions. This forgive-
ness provision is one means to assist them in recruitment and rentention
of staff. v

‘ SCHOLARSHIP GRANT TO SCHOOLS OF NURSING .

We urge approval of the provision which would authorize a new
4-year program of scholarship aid to students of nursing. Members
‘of this committee approved, in 1966, an amendment to the Nurse Train-
ing Act to provide the nursing educational opportunity grants and for
this we have been most appreciative. : : :

As you know, very little public or Private financial assistance has

been available to nursing: students in basic programs. We believe: g
special effort is required ‘to _attract’ talented high school graduates

nurses master an iﬁcreasing,body of knowledge and also develop the

education. ”Repea;tedly.Wef" hear from deans of collegiate schools and
from nursing students of the need ‘f}or-sﬁchola{rship assistance. :

From a school located in one of the largest of our c¢ities we have this
5-year example of the need its students have had for financial assistance
in order to complete their education. In the 1963 class, eight students
out of 24 worked full time; 1964, 11 out of 45; 1965, 11 of 99; 1966,
15 of 28; 1967, 16 of 39, A nursing program is difficult. Add to this
full-time work and you must beﬁimpresSed;with the commitment of

these students to a career in nursing..

DEFINTTION OF ACCREDITATION

Section 231 of TLR. 15757 Proposes a chinge i the definition of
accreditation. The authority of the Commissioner of 'Eduéationfto
directly aceredit programs of nursing education is deleted,. which ‘we

approve. However, a”State agency would be *s‘pe‘ciﬁcal‘ly named as a

body of the Commissioner could approve for purposes of accrediting

nursing programs, We have grave concern about this proposal. We ask

these questions: What State agency ¢ Will aState agency accept

federally est'ablished’ycr;iytezri,a,;?f T e ,v
- The American N urses Associat ion. believes phat‘qei:tain, safeguards
are essential to insure the. ‘beSt;f}ise/' of the Federalfunds that H,R.

1'57‘57 would make Aavailable. Tt 1s most important that onlynursmg




